
TABLE 1 

Commonly applied equity domains in international climate change mitigation efforts  

 

 Object to be allocated on basis of … 

Focus on Costs (obligations) Benefits (rights) 

 

Causes of the 

problem 

 

I) Moral responsibility (“guilt” for 

having caused the problem)  

 

III) Previous contributions (to providing 

the benefits under consideration)  

 

Consequences 

of the solution 

 

II) Capabilities (capacity to 

contribute to problem solving)  

 

IV) Need for (or right to) the outcome to 

be achieved, i.e. goods or services of a 

policy 

 
SOURCE: Kallbekken, Steffen, Håkon Sælen and Arild Underdal (2014), Equity and Spectrum of 

Mitigation Commitments in the 2015 Agreement, TemaNord, Copenhagen, 69 pages. 

 


