PROCEEDINGS - ATTI

RECONSTRUCTING THE REPUBLIC:
VARRO AND IMPERIAL AUTHORS
(ROME, 22NP & 23%> SEPTEMBER 2016)

PREFACE.
TOWARDS AN EDITION OF THE FRAGMENTS
OF THE ROMAN REPUBLICAN “ANTIQUARIANS”

The present volume contains the proceedings of a workshop held at the
British School at Rome and University of Rome «La Sapienza» on 22" and
23" September 2016. It follows the Colloquium Back to the Future: Varro, the
State, and Antiquarianism held at University College London in January 2015
(to be published as a special issue of the «Bulletin of the Institute of Classical
Studies», edited by Valentina Arena and Fiachra MacGoériin). Together,
these two events make the first forays into some interpretative and method-
ological aspects concerning the constitution of the first scholarly edition of
the fragments of the Roman Republican antiquarians.

Such an edition is a great desideratum, invoked by numerous quarters,
«[...] a modern edition of the fragments of these important writers re-
mains an urgent need [ ...]. Itis our hope, states Tim Cornell in his intro-
duction to the excellent edition of the Fragments of the Roman Historians, «that
another team of scholars will undertake the taxing but important task of
producing an edition of the fragments of these [“antiquarian”] works, which
meets modern standards and needs».! Benefitting from the digitisation of
many Latin and Greek corpora as well as the advancements in editing tech-
niques and criteria, we decided to take up this challenge and made prelim-

1. The Fragments of the Roman Historians, T.J. Cornell General Editor, Oxford, Oxford Univ.
Press, 2013, 1 pp. 8-9. See also, for example, M. Terenti Varronis Fragmenta omnia quae extant, col-
legit recensuitque M. Salvadore, 1. Supplementum, Hildesheim-Ziirich-New York, Olms, 1999,
pp- 4-14; AJ. Stevenson, Gellius and the Roman Antiquarian Tradition, in The Worlds of Aulus
Gellius, edited by L. Holford-Strevens and A. Vardi, Oxford, Oxford Univ. Press, 2004, pp.
118-55,and C. Smith, On the Edges of History, in Omnium Annalium Monumenta: Historical Writing
and Historical Evidence in Republican Rome, edited by K. Sandberg and C. Smith, Leiden-Boston,
Brill, in press.
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PROCEEDINGS — ATTI

The ambition of our project is to launch the study of these texts as a major
new departure for the study of the ancient world and of the classical tradi-
tion from the Renaissance onwards. This material, collected and analysed
together for the first time, will radically transform our understanding of
Roman Republican culture by firmly establishing a new textual and contex-
tual framework for the elaboration of knowledge and the establishment of

the religious and institutional framework, and its Greek philosophical un-
derpinnings in the Republic.
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