BRITISH MUSEUM PUBLICATIONS ON EGYPT AND SUDAN 1

THE FOURTH CATARACT AND BEYOND

Proceedings of the 12% International Conference for Nubian Studies

edited by

Julie R. ANDERSON and Derek A. WELSBY

PEETERS
LEUVEN - PARIS - WALPOLE, MA
2014



CONTENTS

[ 70) 1 N O NS PP PRTPRR

CONTRIBUTORS ...uuuuiiiiiitiee e e ettt e e e ettt e e e e ettt e e e e e et e e e e e e ettt e e e e e ettt e e e e e ettt e e e e e e ta e e e e ettt eeeesstaaneeesessaans

28 01 2 ol PRSP

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS .....uiiititiitieetti ettt eetteeettteesesaaesttnesttneesteaessenaessanaesstaaestaassrenasssenaessanaessrnneesses

ABBREVIATIONS .....ouuuiiiitetiie et tee e et e e e e et e e te e et e e e et e e et e e e et e e e st eee s et e e s eeeaae e e st e e sateesaaneeesaeeeenes
INTRODUCTION

Yusur FADL HasaN and Derek A. WELSBY
OPCNING SESSTOMN ..eiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiieeaeeeeeeeeeeeeteeeteatssaaee e s aaeaeaeaaaaaeseeesssssssssssssssasaaaeaeasassesssssssssssnsssnnnnnns

SALAH MOHAMED AHMED
An Introduction to the Merowe Dam Archaeological Salvage Project (MDASP)........oovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiins

THE FOURTH CATARACT AND BEYOND - MAIN PAPERS

PREHISTORY
Piotr OSYPINSKI
Prehistory of the FOurth Cataract.............oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeae s nannes
Matthieu HONEGGER
Recent Advances in Our Understanding of Prehistory in Northern Sudan .............ccccooiiiiiiiiiiiiiee.
Donatella Usal
Recent Advances in Understanding the Prehistory of Central Sudan............ccoooooiiiiiii,

Maria Carmela GATTO
Recent Advances in the Understanding of Nubian Prehistory in Lower Nubia, Upper Egypt and the Deserts
THE KERMA PERIOD

Henryk PANER
Kerma Culture in the Fourth Cataract of the NILE.......coouiiiiniiiie e

Charles BONNET
Forty Years Research on Kerma CUltures .............ovuuuiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeiiiieeeeeeeeiie s e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeeeesavaeeenes

19

31

45

53

81



VI CONTENTS

Brigitte GRATIEN
Kerma North of the Third Cataract ........oooueniiieeee et 95

Dominique VALBELLE
International Relations between Kerma and EYPt .......ueiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 103
THE KUSHITE PERIOD

SALAH MOHAMED AHMED
Kushites at the FOUIth Cataract ........couviuniieei e e e 111

Vincent RONDOT
THE ISIANA OF IMLETOE ..o e et ettt ettt e e e et e et e e e aaeaees 119

Angelika LOHWASSER
Kush and her Neighbours beyond the Nile Valley...........uuviiiiiiiiiiiieeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieer e e e e e e e 125
THE MEDIEVAL PERIOD

Bogdan ZURAWSKI
The Fourth Cataract in the Medieval Period ..........ooouiiimiiiiii e 135

Wtodzimierz GODLEWSKI
The Kingdom Of MakUITa......c..cuuiiiiiiiiiiiiii ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eaeeeeeeeees 155

David N. EDWARDS
MEAIEVAL NODAAIA ... e e e e e e e e e 171

Derek A. WELSBY
The Kingdom Of AIWa ....ccooiiiiiiiiiieteee ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e s ettt eeeeeaaaaaaesesessnnnnssssssnenees 183
THE ISLAMIC PERIOD

ABDELRAHMAN ALI MOHAMMED
The Islamic Period in the FOUrth Cataract..........coouueviiineeiis e 201

INTISAR SOGHAYROUN ELZEIN
Islamic Archaeology in Northern Sudan ...............ouuuiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 209

Michael MALLINSON
The Red Sea Littoral since the Arrival Of TSIAM ......ooouiinniii e 217

YUusur FADL HASAN
The Islamic Sudan and the Outside World, ¢. 1317-1821 ....oiiiiiiiieiiiiiiee e 227



CONTENTS

REPORTS AND RESEARCH PAPERS
PREHISTORY

Elena A. A. GARCEA
The Evolution from Large Social Units with Loose Networks into Small Social Units with Tight Networks
from the Khartoum Variant to the Abkan and the Pre-Kerma at Sai Island ...............cccocceiniiiiiiiiinnnnnnnnn.

Sandro SALVATORI, Donatella Usal, MOHAMED FAROUG ABDELRAHMAN, Antonietta D1 MATTEO,
Paola IACUMIN, Veerle LINSEELE and MONGEDA KHALEB MAGZOUB
Archaeology at el-Khiday: New Insight on the Prehistory and History of Central Sudan...........................

Andrea ZERBONI
The Geoarchaeological Contribution to the el-Salha Project: From Site to Landscape at el-Khiday
(@313 1 B T 1 ) SR TPPPPSPRRRI

Tina JAKOB
A Bioarchaeological Appraisal of the Human Skeletal Remains from el-Khiday 2, Central Sudan.............

ABDELRAHIM M. KHABIR
Typological and Technological Examinations of Neolithic Pottery from Khartoum Province, Sudan .........

AZHARI MUSTAFA SADIG
Child Burials: A Funerary Practice in the Middle Nile Region. Evidence from the Late Neolithic Site
o) BT 10 U OUTPPPPPPPPRRI

Przemek BoBROWSKI, Agnieszka CZEKAJ-ZASTAWNY and Romuald SCHILD
Gebel el-Mugaddas (site E-06-4). The Early Neolithic Tumuli from Nabta Playa (Western Desert, Egypt)

HEBA-TALLAH A. A. IBRAHIM

Megalithic Architecture and the NUbian DeESEIt..........uuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e
KERMA AND CONTEMPORARY CULTURES

George HERBST and Stuart Tyson SMITH

Pre-Kerma Transition at the Nile Fourth Cataract: First Assessments of a Multi-component, Stratified

Prehistoric Settlement in the UCSB/ASU Salvage COoncession ...........cccuuvuiiiiiiieiiiieeeeeeeeeee i

Magdalena WELODARSKA
Kerma Burials in the Fourth Cataract Region — Three Seasons of Excavations at Shemkhiya....................

Geoff EMBERLING, Bruce B. WiLLIAMS, Megan INGVOLDSTAD and Thomas R. JAMES
Peripheral Vision: Identity at the Margins of the Early Kingdom of Kush .............cccoooiiiiniin

Enrico DIRMINTI
Between Kerma and Avaris: The First Kingdom of Kush and Egypt during the Second Intermediate Period

Pernille BANGSGAARD
Nubian Faunal Practices — Exploring the C-Group “Pastoral Ideal” at Nine Cemeteries ................cceeeenn....

VII

235

243

259

271

279

285

293

303

311

321

329

337

347



VIII CONTENTS

Petra WESCHENFELDER
Linking the Eastern Desert and the Nile Valley: Pan-Grave People from the Late Middle Kingdom to
the Early New KiNGAOm ........uuiiiiiiiiiiiiieeieie ettt e e e e e e e e e e sttt aeeeeeeaeaeeeesesensnnessssnsreeees

PHARAONIC

Florence DOYEN
Sai Island New Kingdom Town (Northern Sudan): 3™ and 4" Seasons (2009-2010) .........cccceevvveevvreenenne.

Giulia D’ERCOLE, Giacomo ERAMO and Italo M. MUNTONI
Archaecometric Approaches to Ceramic Manufacture and Traditions at Sai Island, Northern Sudan ...........

Lauriane MIELLE
Nubian Traditions on the Ceramics Found in the Pharaonic Town on Sai Island ..............ccooviviiviieiinnni.n.

Giacomo CAVILLIER
Soleb 2010 Project: Amenhotep III’s Fortified Complex Research ............ccoceieiniiiiiiiiiniiiiiiieee

W. Vivian DAVIES
A Statue of Amenhotep 1T RediSCOVETEU........uuiiiiieieeeiiiiiiiiiiiitee e e e e et eeeeeeeeeeeeeseeennes

Kate SPENCE and Pamela ROSE
FIeldWOTK @t SESEDT 2010 ...iieeiiieie e et e e

Philippe RUFFIEUX
Early 18" Dynasty Pottery Found in Kerma (Dokki Gel).......c...cccueiiiiiiiiiiiieiieeee e

Stuart Tyson SMITH and Michele R. BuzonN
Colonial Entanglements: “Egyptianization” in Egypt’s Nubian Empire and the Nubian Dynasty................

Doris PEMLER
Looking for Nubians in Egypt. Taking a Look at the Iconographic Evidence from the 1% Intermediate Period
and Middle KINZAOm ... .....coiiiiiiiiiiiiie e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeeeaasbae e e aeaeeeeeeaaaeeeeeareraes

Natalie A. POMERANTSEVA
Images of the Foreigners in EZYPtian ATt .......oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e

Neal SPENCER
Amara West: Considerations on Urban Life in Colonial Kush ......c.coovniiiiiiiiie e,

Michaela BINDER
Cultural Traditions and Transitions During the New Kingdom Colonial Period and Its Aftermath — Recent
Discoveries from the Cemeteries 0f AMAara WESt...........euiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiee e e e e e

Daniele MICHAUX-COLOMBOT
Pitfall Concepts in the Round of ‘Nubia’: Ta-Sety, Nehesy, Medja, Maga and Punt Revisited...................

Alfredo CASTIGLIONI and Angelo CASTIGLIONI
A la recherche de 1a terre d”AMOU..........ccooiiiioeieeeeeeeee et

357

367

377

387

393

399

409

417

431

443

451

457

487

507

523



CONTENTS IX

KUSHITE
EL-SAMANI AL-NASRI MOHAMMED AHMED
The EMergence of KUSH...........uiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii et e e e e ettt e e e eaeeeaeeee e s nensssneneeees 531
Jean REVEZ
The Role of the Kings’ Brothers in the Transmission of Royal Power in Ancient Egypt and Kush: A Cross-
CUTUTAL STUAY ettt e e e et e e e e ettt e e e e ettt e e e e eeaeeeeeas 537

Friederike JESSE
On the Borders of Kushite Power — The Gala Abu Ahmed Fortress in Lower Wadi Howar, Northern Sudan 545

Michael H. ZAcH
The Army and Military Dictatorship in METOE? ..........uuvviiiiiiiiiieireeeeeeeeieiiiiiiiirirrreeeeeeeeeeeeeeeesssennasnrreeees 557

Stanley M. BURSTEIN
The Satrap Stela and the Struggle for Lower NUDIa .......cooiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 573

Jeremy POPE
Meroitic Diplomacy and the Festival of ENtry..........uuueiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 577

Maria Iride PASQUALI
On the Traces of Nubians: Notes on the Relations between Romans and Meroites..........ccevvuveeueviveeenneennnn. 583

IKHLAS ABDUL LATIEF
The K3 Symbol in Kushite CIVIHZAtION ......cccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 587

Amarillis POMPEI
Delivery of Nubian Royal Insignia: The CIOWNS..........uuuiiiiiiiiiiiereeeeeesiiiiiiiiiiiieirereeeeeeeeeeeesssesssensnsnsseeens 591

Katarina ALDENHOVEN
Kushite Barque Stands .........ccc.uvuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e s stttaba b e brereeaaaaaaeaaaseaessnnetansrrraeees 601

Julie R. ANDERSON and SALAH MOHAMED AHMED
Early Kushite Royal Statues at Dangeil, Sudan ............ccoeeeiiieieiieiiiiiiiiiciie e 613

Laszlo TOROK
Quality, Style, and Nubianness. Prolegomena to a History of Meroitic Sculpture ..............cooovviiiiiiiineneeee. 621

MURTADA BUSHARA MOHAMMED
The Possible Royal Tomb of EItameer MEIOWE ............uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeiesiiiiiiiiie ettt e e e e e 635

Julia BuDKA
Egyptian Impact on Pot-Breaking Ceremonies at el-Kurru? A Re-examination ................ceeeevvvvecnvvvnnnnnnne. 641

Brigitte BALANDA
Protecting the Mummy — A Reinterpretation of Shabtis in Napatan Funerary Customs ............ccccceeeeenneee. 655

Timothy KENDALL
Reused Relief Blocks of Piankhy from B 900: Toward a Decipherment of the Osiris Cult at Jebel Barkal 663



X CONTENTS

Svetlana BERSINAT
Sabazios dans les pays de la vallée du Nil. Variétés régionales de 1’image et du culte..........cccvvvvveveeeennn...

Emanuele M. CiampINI and Grazyna BAKOWSKA-CZERNER
Meroitic Kingship and Water: The Case of Napata (B2200)...........coovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeevevviie

Tracey SWEEK, Julie R. ANDERSON, SALAH MOHAMED AHMED and Satoko TANIMOTO
Conservation of an Amun Temple in the SUdan ...........ccoceeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e

Karla KROEPER
Excavation of “Offering Chapel 3607 in NAZA ........ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e e

Pawel WoLF, Ulrike NowoTtNIck and Catharine Hor
The Meroitic Urban Town of Hamadab in 2010 ............oovuiiiiiiiiiiie et

Eugenio FANTUSATI, Eleonora KORMYSHEVA and Svetlana MALYKH
Survey in Abu Erteila: Preliminary RESUILS.........uvuiiiiiiiiiiieieiiiiiiciiiiieer e e e e e reeeeeee e

Richard A. LOBBAN
Preliminary Findings at Abu Erteila: A Meroitic and Early Christian Site in Sudan ...............occcoceeeeene

Michel BauD¥
Downtown Muweis — A Progress Report (2007-2011).....cciiieeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiie e

Marc MAILLOT
The Palace of Muweis in the Shendi Reach: A Comparative Approach ............ccceeeeiieiiieiiininiiiiiiiiiieeee,

Vincent FRANCIGNY
An Elite Meroitic Cemetery at Sai ISland ............cccccciiiiiiiiiiiii e

MAHMOUD SULIMAN BASHIR
The Archaeological Material from the Meroitic Cemetery at Berber ..........ccccooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee

Tsubasa SAKAMOTO
Chronology of Meroitic Graves in Northern Sudan: Agency, Power and Society ..............ccoeeeeeeivinnnnnnnnn,

Serge FENEUILLE, Jean-Pierre LETOURNEUX and Marie BOUCHAR
Archaeological Information Extracted from a Comparative Study of Samples of Mortar Collected on
Various Ancient Monuments in the Nile Valley between the Third and the Sixth Cataracts....................

MEDIEVAL

Marek CHLODNICKI
The “Royal” Tumulus at Hagar el-Beida.............coooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiceecceee e

Brenda J. BAKER
Tracking Transitions in the Fourth Cataract Region of el-Ginefab: Results of the Arizona State University
FieldWork, 2007-2009 ........coiiiiiieieiiiie et aaaa

687

695

703

711

719

739

759

763

783

797

805

809

827

833

841



CONTENTS

Eugen STROUHAL
Anthropology of Wadi Qitna and Kalabsha South.............ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e

Artur OBLUSKI
Rank-Size Rule in Nubian Settlement SYStEIMS ........uuuuuuiiiiieeeeeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiii e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeeeeereaeeenes

William Y. ADAMS
The EParch @t MEINAITL........uuuiuuiiiieeeeeeeeeeee i ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeeeeaaaaas e e e e eaeeaeaaaeeeseessssssssnnnnnnnnnns

Bogdan ZURAWSKI
Meroitic to Medieval Occupation Upriver from Dongola. Excavations at Banganarti and Selib in 2010.....

Mariusz DRZEWIECKI
Banganarti — FOTtIfICATIONS .....ceiiueiiiiieiiiiiiie et et e et e e e et ee e e

Marta OSYPINSKA
Animals in the Economy of Christian MaKuria ............cooouiiiiiiiiiiiiie e e

Matgorzata MARTENS-CZARNECKA
Nubian Representations of Nativity Discovered in the Monastery in Old Dongola ............ccccvvvvvvveeeeeeennn..

Magdalena WOZNIAK
Royal Iconography: Contribution to the Study of COStUME.............ooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieie e

Dobrochna ZIELINSKA
The Iconography of Power — The Power of Iconography: The Nubian Royal Ideology and Its Expression
TN WAL PAINTING ..ooviiiiiiiiiiiiiici ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e ettt b e e e e e eeeeaeaeaaeaseesssesensrsbasaereeeaaeaaaeeas

Adam LAJTAR
A Survey of Christian Textual Finds from Gebel Adda in the Collections of the Royal Ontario Museum,
TOTOIIEO ittt e ettt ettt s e e e e e e e e e et ettt e et et bbbt e e e e e eeeeeeeeeereannnnns

Giovanni RUFFINI
May God Increase Your Years: Unpublished Old Nubian Correspondence from Qasr Ibrim .....................

Grzegorz OCHAELA
Old Nubian Lists of Goods and Money: A Preliminary Presentation ...........ccccceeeeeeeeeeereiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiinnnn.

Claudia NASER and Alexandros TSAKOS
From Bits and Pieces. A Corpus of Medieval Manuscripts from the Humboldt University (H.U.N.E.)
Concession in the Fourth Nile Cataract ............cccoiriiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e

Alexandros TsAkos and Henriette HAFSAAS-TSAKOS
A Note on the Medieval Period of Sai ISIand ........cooeiiniimiii e

Robin SEIGNOBOS
Nubia and Nubians in Medieval Latin Culture. The Evidence of Maps (12-14" Century)..........cccvevnene.n

XI

857

867

875

887

901

909

917

929

943

951

961

971

977

985

989



XII CONTENTS

IsLaMiC TO MODERN

NADA BABEKIR MOHAMMED
Fangool Archaeological Site: A Brief NOtE.........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie et e e e e e e e e e e e s eeeenenneees

RAGEH Z. MOHAMED
Bani Ady, Darb el-Arbaiin’s Last Station between Upper Egypt and Nubia in the Islamic period..............

Alex DE VOOGT
The Introduction of Mancala to Sai ISIAN .........oiimniiii e

HAIFA MOHAMMED HASSAN ELTAYEB
Sudanese Beautification Ornaments between the Past and the Present .........oooveviieiiieiiieiiieiieeeeeeeeee,

Armgard GOO-GRAUER
House Decoration by Nubian Women Prior to 1964 Resettlement ..............ccoovviiiiiiiiniiiiiieeiiiiiicee e

Anne M. JENNINGS
The Changing Face of Tourism in West Aswan ViIllage ...........eiiiieeeieeiiiiiiiciiiiiiiieieee e e e e e e ee e

Costanza DE SIMONE
Perceptions of Nubia in Museum Collections and DisSplays ............ccceeeiiviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee e

Salomé ZURINAGA
The Preservation of the Documentary Heritage of the ‘Nubian Campaign’ kept at the Spanish National
Archaeological Museum, Madrid, SPain .........cccoouiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee e e eeeeeeeeeeeeeesessasesennnereeees

MULTI-PERIOD

KABBASHI HUSSEIN GISSEMA
The Merowe Dam Salvage Archaeological Project (Sudan)..........ooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e

FAwzr HASSAN BAKHEIT
Rock Drawing Studies: Four Seasons In The Middle Nile Region .............ccccuviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiee

Joanna THEN-OBLUSKA
The Code of the Hidden Beads — From the Kerma to the Islamic Period According to the Fourth Cataract
Material from the Gdansk Archaeological Museum Expedition Excavations .........c.ccccceeevviiiiiiiiiiniiinnneee.

Ross THOMAS
Changing Societies in the Fourth Cataract: Identity Displayed through Ceramic Use and Consumption
PIACTICES ..ttt ettt e e ettt e ettt e e ettt e ettt e e e et es

Y AHIA FADL TAHIR
Archaeology and Palaeoecology of el-Ga’ab Basin .............cooeiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeee e

ALl OSMAN MOHAMED SALIH
Archaeology and Settlement in the Third Cataract Region. Abu Fatma: A Nubian Settlement from the
Kerma Period t0 MOdern TIMES ......coiiiieiiiiiiiiiii ettt e e e e e e e e e e e e e

1005

1009

1017

1021

1025

1027

1031

1035

1049

1057

1069

1091

1099

1107



CONTENTS

Margaret JuDD
Growing Up in Gabati: An Overview of Health ..........cccvvviiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e

SIDDIG BABIKER AHMED
The Archaeological and Ethnographical Reconnaissance in the Sabaloka Area (Western Bank of the Nile,
North of OMAUrMAan DISIIICE) .....uuvvviiiiiiiieeeeeee it e e e e e e e e e ee e etarb b rrteeeeeaeeeaessssssssennnsrsrreees

Tim KARBERG
Rock Art from Wadi Abu Dom. Recent Discoveries of the W.A.D.I. Project (Miinster/Germany) .............

KHIDIR ADAM Eisa
The Recent Archaeological Survey and Salvage Excavations on the Eastern Bank of the White Nile,
B SEASON — 2009.....ccueieiiieie ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt ettt et e ae e te e te e teeeaeeete e ta e teeeteeeaeeeteeeaeeesee e

Andrea MANZO
Beyond the Fourth Cataract. Perspectives for Research in Eastern Sudan................cccoooiiiiiiiniiiiinnn.

YousIiF ELOBEID ELSHEIKH SALIH
GIS 10 ATCRACOIOZY ..ottt e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e eeeaaaeeeeeeeaarbaaatnnnnnnnas
LANGUAGE AND LINGUISTICS

Claude RiLLY
Language and Ethnicity in ANCIENt SUAAN ......ooioiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie e

Herman BELL
A World Heritage Alphabet: The Role of Old Nubian in the Revitalization of the Modern Nubian Languages

XIII

1115

1125

1135

1143

1149

1159

1169

1189



FROM BITS AND PIECES. A CORPUS OF MEDIEVAL MANUSCRIPTS
FROM THE HUMBOLDT UNIVERSITY (H.U.N.E.) CONCESSION
IN THE FOURTH NILE CATARACT

CLAUDIA NASER AND ALEXANDROS TSAKOS

In 2007, the Humboldt University Nubian Expedi-
tion excavated a church on the island of Sur above the
Fourth Nile Cataract, within the scope of the Merowe
Dam Archaeological Salvage Project. The church,
SR022.A, was part of a larger site at the northern tip of
Sur, which had first been recorded in 2004 and turned
out to be the largest medieval site within the concession
area.! Its surface appearance, however, was much dis-
turbed, and individual components as well as its overall
extent were hard to determine. The rubble heap of the
church was flanked by cemetery areas on two sides.?
On the gentle slope towards the river, obscure traces of
occupation and scant architectural remains showed at
the surface. Several points suggest that SR022 may
have been a monastic complex — which would be the
first and only one recognised in the Fourth Cataract.

The drafting of a site plan was postponed to the 2006
field season, when extensive surface clearing and test
excavations would have provided a better insight into
the general layout of the site. In that season, however,
H.U.N.E. had to leave the Fourth Cataract without
being able to work due to the request of the Manasir.’
When, one year later, in 2007, favourable circum-
stances allowed us to return to the site, we decided to
immediately turn to the excavation of its main feature,
the church, and postpone all other activities. The con-
flicts with the Manasir again prevented a planned final
season in 2008 and thus any further work that might
have clarified open questions as that of the general
nature of SR022.

SR022.A is the largest church recorded in the Fourth
Cataract. Although some wall sections in the south-
western part of the building are missing, the cross-
shaped layout with dimensions of roughly 17 x 15m is
clearly recognizable (Figure 1).* SR022.A was built of
mud brick; of the original painted wall decorations only

! See Niser 2004, 127-128; 2005, 85-86.

2 From one of them, a fragment of a terracotta grave stela was col-
lected; see Naser 2004, 128, fig. 12; 2005, 85-86, fig. 12 and
Tsakos 2007, 241-243.

3 See Niser and Kleinitz 2010; Kleinitz and Niser 2011.

4 For a preliminary description see Billig 2007; 2008; cf. also Néser
2007, 44-45; 2008, 77.

scant remains survived. A special feature is the oblong
sacristy behind the sanctuary, which was accessible
from the south-eastern corner room. The preliminary
analysis of the architecture and the pottery indicate that
the church dates from Classic Christian times, possibly
the 10" century AD.’

Among the rich finds from SR022.A was a corpus
of medieval manuscripts. Though greatly fragmented,
it represents the most important find of textual material
from medieval Nubia in the last decades. Previous to
its discovery, similar manuscripts were only known
from Lower Nubia, and no comparable discovery has
been made in the last 40 years elsewhere in the Middle
Nile Valley. The find came from the rear part of the
church, namely the area of the oblong sacristy, where
it was dispersed close to the modern surface in a layer

Figure 1. Ground-plan of church SR022.A (recording and
drawing: Daniela Billig, H.U.N.E.).

5 See Billig 2007; 2008; Naser 2007, 44-45; 2008, 78; Pluskota

2008 on the pottery finds. A detailed publication of the entire
complex is currently being prepared by Daniela Billig as part of
her PhD research.
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of loose wind-blown sand, which apparently repre-
sented the filling of a sub-recent disturbance. Through
a grant of the Packard Humanities Institute (PHI) it was
possible to bring a specialist restorer from Berlin to
Khartoum at short notice in summer 2007 in order to
undertake emergency treatment on the find and prepare
it for transportation. Subsequently, all fragments were
sent to Berlin, where they underwent extensive conser-
vation measures, again enabled by a generous grant of
the Packard Humanities Institute.®

The exact volume of the manuscript find from
SR022.A is hard to quantify. The preserved fragments
amount to several hundred, but they include many tiny
bits and pieces. What we can say at the present stage
of research is that the corpus comprises five major
components:

- The first constitute texts on parchment. Altogether
some 110 fragments from different documents are pre-
served. They were probably all in Greek. The most
impressive one is an almost complete page from a
codex, which carries a Greek text on both sides
(SR022.A/177 text 110; Plate 8). While most other
fragments also seem to derive from codices, some are
written in cursive handwriting, which also indicates the
presence of secular documents. The find from Sur rep-
resents the second largest corpus of Greek manuscripts,
after Qasr Ibrim, and contains the widest variety of
Greek texts reported from medieval Nubia so far.’

- The second major component of the corpus is sev-
eral hundred fragments of book bindings. Many of
them preserve extensive decoration. Most common are
blind-tooled lines and blind stamping in a multitude of
designs (Plate 1). Further decoration techniques include
a specific kind of weaving, with the surface of the
leather being cut into strips, through which leather
bands were woven (Plate 2). Less common is cut-out
openwork, backed with red leather (Plate 2). Several

¢ We are also very grateful to our colleagues of the National Cor-
poration for Antiquities and Museums who greatly facilitated the
handling of the find in Khartoum and generously consented to
it being taken to Berlin for conservation and study. The conser-
vation program was conducted by Myriam Krutzsch (Egyptian
Museum and Papyrus Collection, Berlin/Germany), Patricia
Engel (European Research Centre for Book and Paper Conser-
vation-Restoration, Horn/Austria) and Sophie Geiseler (Berlin).
We would like to acknowledge our gratitude to all of them as
well as to Daniela Billig, who directed the excavation of the
church SR022.A and the recovery of the find. While the study
of the material is still very much work in progress, it is also an
intrinsically collaborative effort.

7 For the Greek manuscripts from Qasr Ibrim see Frend and Muire-
head 1976.

L

Plate 1. Part of a book binding with blind-tooling
and stamping (SR022.A/154.1).

Plate 2. Part of a book binding with cut-out openwork,
backed with red leather, and the remains of a woven
decoration at the right margin (SR022.A/51.1).

fragments were identified as parts of book bags. As
medieval codices are rarely preserved with their origi-
nal bindings and packings, this material makes a very
interesting and valuable contribution to our database.

- A third component of the find constitute small
leather amulets and cases. They are also adorned with
blind-tooled lines and stamps (Plate 3). At least one
piece seems still to contain a small metal plaque (Plate
4). As its casing is intact, a closer investigation of the
content will have to be accomplished by X-ray and
other non-destructive methods.
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Plate 3. Amulet or pen-case (SR022.A/445).

- The corpus also comprises numerous leather cords
and strands, including braided and knotted pieces. They
probably all derive from book bindings, cases or amu-
lets. More enigmatic are several tubes sewn from red
leather stripes (Plate 5).

- The last element of the corpus consists of inscribed
leather sheets. Most of them are very fragmented, but

I 'HH’HH Illijllﬂ
2 3

Plate 4. Amulet (SR022.A/35.A).

METAIC 1 2| 3 | a a
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Plate 5. Tubes sewn from red leather stripes
(SR022.A/552).

two specimens are comparatively well preserved. Both
carry texts in Old Nubian. One of them had originally
been folded into a rod from both ends (SR022.A/25;
Plate 6). After conservation treatment and a meticulous
documentation the folding was opened, revealing a
substantial text in Old Nubian (Plate 7). The second

Plate 6. Folded leather sheet with a text in Old Nubian:
find condition (SR022.A/25).

specimen had been folded into a neat package. The spe-
cific form of the folding suggests that it contains a
magical text.®

After the completion of the conservation treatment,
we now set about a comprehensive study of the corpus.
Next to philological and palaeographic analyses, this
will also entail investigations in the material properties
of the find as well as codicological research and the
study of the socio-cultural context of the corpus. When
completed, these investigations should considerably
enlarge our knowledge of literacy, the craft of book

8 We owe this insight to the unique experience of Myriam

Krutzsch.
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Plate 7. Leather sheet SR022.A/25 during unfolding.

binding, the role of religious writings and the use of
amulets in rural communities of medieval Nubia.’

In order to illustrate the scope of the material, first
results of the study of some of the Greek texts on
parchment will be presented in the following part of
this paper.

THE TEXTS

The largest Greek text of the corpus is, as mentioned
above, SR022.A/177 text 110.1° This was collated with
fragments nos 108 and 109 during conservation, result-
ing in an almost complete page of an obviously very
fine manuscript (Plate 8). Its text is written with black
mix ink; the decorated initials are filled with red colour.
Red colour was also used for the decoration of the inte-
rior of the lobes of the letter “®”. With the help of the
Thesaurus Linguae Graecae (TLG)!! the content of the
page could be identified as part of the second section of
the second homily on penitence (CPG 4333.2; MPG 49,
283-292)"2 by John Chrysostom (AD 349-407). This
part of the homily refers to the reprobation of David by
Nathan after the shameful events between David and
Bathsheba, as narrated in the Second Book of Samuel,
chapters 11 and 12.

° The full publication of these studies is planned to be part of the
final reports of the Humboldt University Nubian Expedition to
the Fourth Nile Cataract in Meroitica.

10 Previous mentions of this manuscript are in Néser 2007, 44-45,
fig. 5; 2008, 77-78, fig. 5; Billig 2007, 94, fig. 22; 2008, 111;
Tsakos 2009, 6.

11 See http://www.tlg.uci.edu.

12 These abbreviations mean: C(lavis) S(criptorum) G(raecorum)
and M(igne) P(atrologia) G(raeca).

Plate 8. Leaf of parchment with the second section of the
second homily on penitence by John Chrysostom
(SR022.A/177 text 110).

This content is not without interest, since it identifies
a Chrysostomian homily, which is linked to the con-
flicts of John as Bishop of Constantinople (AD 398-
407) with Empress Aelia Eudoxia (AD 395-404), wife
of Arcadius.!® These conflicts led to John’s deposition
and death in exile, but also guaranteed his exaltation as
a martyr of an unjust ruler. Such a view about the end
of his life was particularly important in Egypt, where
Eudoxia was held responsible for all the troubles that
had set John as Bishop of Constantinople and Theophi-
lus as Patriarch of Alexandria (AD 385-412) in oppos-
ing camps.!* She was thus made the scapegoat in a
conflict that could otherwise have compromised the
sanctity of John Chrysostom for the Coptic Church,
which would naturally look favourably to one of the

13 These links are based on the reference in the third section of the
homily in question to Jezebel, wife of King Ahab (1 Kings,
16:29-22:40). This biblical figure had been used by Chrysostom
as a parallel to Eudoxia’s misbehaviours. According to Chrys-
ostom’s main biographer, Palladius (Discourse, Dialogue 8),
“the crime of high treason was the insult he had given the
empress, according to the synod’s report, in having called her
Jezebel” (translation by Kelly 1995, 228).

14 For a full discussion of Chrysostom’s life see Kelly 1995.
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first patriarchs on the throne of Alexandria, soon to
become the see of the Monophysite Church of Egypt.
It is in this context that we should evaluate the
existence of Chrysostomian works in both Egypt and
Nubia. There must have been particular circles in the
Egyptian Church who supported the propagation of
works of the early fathers of the Eastern Church in
order to enrich the Christian culture of their environ-
ment, but also direct it towards specific spiritual,
ecclesiastic, hierarchic and diplomatic choices. Since
church dignitaries undoubtedly played a major role in
both the internal and the external affairs of the Maku-
rian state, successful communication between the Cop-
tic and the Nubian Churches would have furthered the
political aims shared by them. Especially after the con-
quest of Egypt by the expanding Islamic caliphate (AD
641), the Coptic Church found itself in a state of cap-
tivity in its own land. With the doctrinal issues separat-
ing it from the Byzantine Empire, the only address the
Copts could turn to for support and protection was the
Kingdom of Makuria, united with the Kingdom of
Nobadia at latest since the early 7" century (Godlewski
2004, 58-61). Diplomatic moves based on a common
religious language and shared doctrines would have
been vital for keeping alive the hopes of the Egyptians
for a liberation from the Muslim overlords and the re-
establishment of Egyptian sovereignty."

PALAEOGRAPHY

With such a historical background to appreciate the
significance of the Chrysostomian text identified in the
Sur codex, one may wonder what is to be gained from
a more in-depth analysis of the manuscript itself. Let
us first consider the issue of palacography, an area of
study, which has not yet been developed for Nubian
texts, except for a few isolated remarks.!® The particu-
lar observation of interest here concerns the various
occurrences of a decorated form of the letter “®” with
a red ink fill in its lobes.!” This form does not appear,
to our knowledge, outside the Nile Valley. Its presence
in the text from Sur suggests the production of this
manuscript in either a Nubian or an Egyptian milieu.

15 These ideas will be developed further in the PhD thesis of Alex-
andros Tsakos.

16 E.g. Griffith 1913, 41; Frend 1986, 66; 1987, 90; 1989, 94;
Browne 1981, 19; 1983, 78; 1984, 19-20; 1998, 1.

17 A complete list and interpretation will by presented in the PhD
thesis of Alexandros Tsakos.

The same should apply to all fragments with similar
palacography, and indeed there is one more fragment
from Sur that preserves exactly the same rendering
(fragment 6, Plate 9).

Plate 9. Flesh side of parchment fragment
SR022.A/177 text 6 with decorated “®”.

Further letters from fragment 6, like the “IT” with its
top stroke not protruding above the vertical ones, or the
combination of “T” and “I”, with the latter attached to
the right end of the horizontal antenna of the former,
do not only link fragment 6 to the same tradition as the
restored pages of fragments 108/109/110, but also to
the same scribe. His hand can easily be identified by a
detailed comparison of letters like “A”, “A”, “H”, “@®”,
“M”, “E”, “Y”, which occur in the same forms also on
fragments 1, 7, 22, 44 and 53.

These observations can be related to palaeographic
corpora based upon general data from early Byzantine
and Coptic manuscript production, or specific collec-
tions with particular interest for our region, like the
latest textual finds from the Sinai.'® A combination of
data from these sources places the writing of the Sur
manuscripts somewhere between the Alexandrian and
the Biblical script and perhaps closer to an Upright
Pointed Majuscule. Its specific execution suggests a
dating of our manuscripts in the 9 or 10% century AD.
This date is corroborated by the existence of decorated
initials and the selective use of diacritical marks, par-
ticularly breathings, upon vowels.!"

18 Cavallo and Maehler 1987; Cramer 1964; Nicolopoulos et al.
1999.

19 See Brubaker 1991, 41; Cavallo and Maehler 1987, 2. A full
palacographic analysis of the Greek manuscripts from Sur will
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Closer examination of the manuscript tradition of the
Chrysostomian homilies shows that the earliest manu-
scripts known to contain CPG 4333.2, which is also
present in the text of 108/109/100, date from the 10%
century AD.?® This means that at the present state of
knowledge, the manuscript from Sur, as a product of a
scriptorium in Egypt or Nubia, is the earliest attested
source for this specific homily, making it particularly
valuable for patristic studies.

THE BOOK

Based upon the TLG and palaeographic observa-
tions, further fragments, namely 1, 6, 7, 22, 44, and 53,
of the Sur corpus could be grouped together and traced
to a single textual source. They all come from the sec-
ond section of the first homily on the title of the 50
Psalm, attributed again to John Chrysostom as one of
the spuria of his opera (CPG 4544; MPG 55, 565-588;
de Aldama 1965, 294). The subject of this homily,
which is now for the first time evidenced from Nubia,
is none other than the penitence expressed in the 50%
Psalm by David after he had been confronted by the
prophet Nathan for his adultery with Bathsheba i.e., the
same subject as that of the second homily on penitence
identified on leaf 108/109/110.

The importance of this identification is not restricted
to the addition of another homily to the Corpus Chrys-
ostomicum Nubianum or to the identification of a
coherent group of sermons written by the same scribe
somewhere along the Nile. Without minimizing these
aspects, there is a further point of interest, related to
issues of codicology. Arranging the six fragments
under investigation “inside” the text of the editio prin-
ceps of the homily in question and subsequently adjust-
ing this in order to fit its text to the surviving frag-
ments, reveals that they all come from the same leaf
(Figure 2). Now, this leaf as reconstructed on the basis
of the six preserved fragments has characteristics very
similar to leaf 108/109/110. They both contain texts of
24 to 29 lines with 25 to 35 letters per line. The page
with the homily on the title of the 50" Psalm has
slightly less lines and fewer letters in each line, but
since there is no strict uniformity of margins on the

be developed in the PhD thesis of Alexandros Tsakos.

20 This investigation was carried out with the help of the database
PINAKES (http://pinakes.irht.cnrs.fr/) developed by the Institute
for the Research and History of Texts (I.R.H.T.) at the National
Centre for Scientific Research (C.N.R.S.) in Paris, France.

pages of an individual codex?! it seems likely that both
leafs, and thus both homilies, come from the same
“book”. A point corroborating this suggestion is that
among 89 attestations of CPG 4333 and 52 attestations
of CPG 4544, eleven concern codices where both hom-
ilies are bound together. In fact, in most of these cases,
the two homilies appear in direct succession or with the
second homily on Psalm 50 (CPG 4545) in between.?
With the dating suggested above, fragments 1, 6, 7, 22,
44, 53, 108, 109 and 110 discussed here might have
belonged to the oldest known codex assembling Chrys-
ostomian homilies, of which CPG 4333 and CPG 4544
were part.

CONCLUSIONS

Finally, it is worth considering whether the signifi-
cance of these manuscripts for the Nubian Church in
general and for site SR022.A in particular can be dis-
cerned. The manuscripts in question were found at a
church of the Classic Christian Period, which had
apparently been used well into the later periods of the
Christian era.?* Though we do not know when the man-
uscripts had reached Sur, we know that they were there
when the church SR022.A went out of use. In view of
the dating of the manuscripts themselves, as proposed
above, this means that ecclesiastic and/or state authori-
ties had preciously kept them for several centuries,
even into a time when Old Nubian had apparently sup-
planted Greek and Coptic in both literary and docu-
mentary usage (Ochata 2011, 348). It is also uncertain,
whether texts as the homilies testified in the manu-
scripts from SR022.A had actually been used in liturgi-
cal practice, or had rather been destined for religious
learning and contemplation — in the latter case, the Sur
corpus should be connected to a center of literacy and
faith, such as a monastery might have been. We know
far too little about religious practice and the use of reli-
gious writings in the Nubian church and its various
congregations to decide whether the presence of a
codex with Chrysostomian homilies in a rural commu-
nity, far away from the known religious centers of the
periods in question, is representative or an exceptional
constellation. This, we can only learn from further

2l See Turner 1977, 22-23.

22 These statistics are produced from the PINAKES database.

23 See above p. 977 with note 5. For a preliminary assessment of
the use life of SR022.A on the basis of the ceramic evidence see
Pluskota 2008.
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STEDANQOENTA. OY AP AEIKNYMI XPHMATA ANHAQEA IATPOYE EKAAEZA
AYTON KEIMENON EN TQ IITQMATI Fragment 22 ®APMAKA ANHAQ®H MENEI TO NOZTHMA
MONON, AAAA KAI ETEP@ENTA, OYK IA@EI TO EAKOZ ITOAAAKIE SYNEBH
INA EKATEPQ®EN XY KEPAANHE, INA, TINA TQN EINIEKENTOMENQN EITEIN KA
OTAN AMAPTHE, MH ATIOI'NO) P& 10YTQ ITAGEI TIEPIENIEZON

TTAPAYTA EITI THN ANASTASINAPA Fragment | KAFTOMEINA H O AEINA ITEPIEOHKAN

MHE. MHAE EIITHE I[TPOX EA YTONS MOI PAPMAKON KAI AITHAAAZEAN ME
OIMMOI OIMMOI ATIQAOMHN, EMBIXEYZA, THE OAYNHE EITA ITAPAKAAEI AEIZON
EINOPNEYZA. EXEIZ AP SQTHPIAZ AIMENA MOI THN I'YNAIKA AIEAGE EINI STENQIT(ON)
AIAKPOYOMENON AMAPTIAN. OTAN IA O YTQKAINYN, EINIEIAH EMOIXEYZE

HE TON TOIOYTON AEEAMENON TPAY | Fragment 44 | K’ ®ONON EIOIHZE, TO EAKOX XAAEIION.
MATA KAI AIAXIIAPATTOMENON, EYQEQS AEIKNYMI £OI [1QE EOEPANIEY ®H KAI [TIOION
EINI THN METANOIAN TPEXE, KAI [TAPPHEIA ®APMAKON ETNEOHKEN. KAI OY AE'Q: ATIE
ZOY AAKPYQN ITHTAT EKXEQN. INA AIA A®E EIII TON STENQIION, EPQTHZON TONAE
THE EKEINOY METANOIAE AKPIBEET ‘H THNAE. OY XPEIA KAMATOY OY

EPON THN EAYTOY TQTHPIAN MAGHE F 7 XPEFA ITONOY OYTE YITEPBHNAI ITPO

OION TI AET'Q : TIOAAOI II S ragmn OYP. AION AAAA ENTAYOA
ANAPEE K’ TYNAIK Fragment 6 EXTOTA ABEAROATFO ©®APMAKON

XAAEIQ NOZH MONON [T ¥ AETOMENOIE

KPYA EEEXYG®H,

ANBEBEHEAP EIZ AP TON AOT'ON AI'

©OH KAI IATPIKH TEXNH HHOPHEEN
KAAAOT ANHAQGH, TO T@3MA AITH
TOPEYTAL IEPIEPXETAI B@IITON H

Fragment 53

ABEIN] KAI TON XPONON EITIEIN, KA®’ ON
HMABEBEN, KAI TON TOITON, KAI TO ITPO
TQITON] KAI THN METANOIAN, KAI THN

I'YNH AEFOYZA [HOMBAHEAOQ; TI TOIHEQ;

Figure 2. The part of the second section of the first homily on the title of the 50* Psalm by John Chrysostom,
as reconstructed on the basis of fragments SR022.A/177 texts 1, 6, 7, 22, 44 and 53.

investigations of medieval sites throughout Nubia pro-
ducing comparable characteristics and comparable
finds. For the time being, even with severe constraints
in terms of contextual data, the manuscripts from Sur
show that John Chrysostom was known in Nubia not
only from Coptic and Old Nubian sources,?* but that his
works were transmitted and read, if not preached, in
Greek as well. Further work on the Sur find will
broaden our understanding of this point as well as pro-
duce rare insights into many other aspects of Nubian
literacy, the role of religious writings, amuletic objects
and the equipment of churches in rural Nubia.
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