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HOMERIC BEGINNINGS IN THE ‘TATTOO ELEGY’:
A CORRIGENDUM

A number of errors found their way into the text and apparatus given at the
beginning of this article in the last issue of CQ (‘Homeric Beginnings in the ‘Tattoo
Elegy’, CQ 56.2, 486–95). This was a result of technical problems which occurred
after proofs had been seen and checked by author and editors. We therefore print a
corrected version of text and apparatus here.

THE ‘TATTOO ELEGY’

The text given here is based on the edition of Huys (see below), updated in the light
of more recent scholarship.1 I have standardized spelling in one respect, which is that
I have not followed the papyrus’ doubling of initial consonants which lengthen
the previous open syllable (thus I have given $π� µαπ0�σ¨θξ for the papyrus’
φποµµαπα�σ¨θξ). Supplements to the Sorbonne fragment rendered redundant by the
Brussels papyrus have been omitted. For further information (especially papyro-
logical), the reader is referred to Huys’s edition.

Supplements etc. are referred to as follows:

P: M. Papathomopoulos, ‘Un poème élégiaque inédit sur Meleagre et le sanglier de
Calydon’, Recherches de Papyrologie 2 (1962), 99–111 [editio princeps of the
Sorbonne papyrus].

H: M. Huys, Papyri Bruxellenses Graecae II.22, Le poème élégiaque Hellénistique
P.Brux.inv.E.8934 et P.Sorb.inv.2254, Brussels, 1991 [editio princeps of the Brussels
papyrus].

A: K. Alexander, A Stylistic Commentary on Phanocles and Related Texts
(Amsterdam, 1988) [Not a commentary on Phanocles and ‘related texts’, but on
Phanocles and the Sorbonne papyrus of the tattoo elegy].

B&H: J. Maarten Bremer and M. Huys, ‘Some remarks on the new edition of the
“Tattoo Poem” (= P.Brux.inv.E.8934 + P.Sorb.inv.2254)’, ZPE 92 (1992), 118–20.

B&Ll-J: H. Lloyd-Jones and J. W. B. Barns, ‘Un nuovo frammento papiraceo dell’
elegia Ellenistica’, SIFC 35 (1963), 205–27, translated into English in Greek Comedy,
Hellenistic Literature, Greek Religion and Miscellanea: The Academic Papers of Sir
Hugh Lloyd-Jones (Oxford, 1990), 196–215.

G: G. Giangrande, ‘A Hellenistic pentameter’, in id., Studies in Classical Philology
(Amsterdam, 1992), 39–48.
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1 See now H. Lloyd-Jones, Supplementum Supplementi Hellenistici (Berlin and New York,
2005), no. 970 (p. 114), where the post-Huys text is given with a bibliography.



Hu: G. O. Hutchinson, review of Huys (above), CR 42 (1992), 483–4.

L: W. Luppe, recorded in Huys (above).

Ll-J: H. Lloyd-Jones, ‘Again the Tattoo Elegy’, ZPE 101 (1994), 4–7.

M: H. Maehler, review of Huys (above), Bibliotheca Orientalis 54 (1997), 369–74.

Pa: P. Parsons, recorded in Huys (above).

S: S. R. Slings, ‘Hermesianax and the Tattoo Elegy’, ZPE 98 (1993), 29–35.

col. 1

[two lines of illegible traces]

¨�π����¨�νξ
τοξυαι 2οιδα� 3
]���� ¨� �� ¨� �Κ υε πφσ� ζµ%ηοναι

¨ξ�υοξ τυ
ωψ ν%ηαξ Ε(σφυ��ψ¨ξα 5
Ξ]εζ%µθΚ φ��ξ 2υσετυοβ
θξ
αο δαϊ�+νεξοξ $π� γεστ
ξ

¨λ��υοΚ υε νξθτυε"ευο λο"σθξ
2ξρ¨σ�πψξ 3�+νεξοΚ ξ%νετιξ
¨αΚ δειξ�ξ γ+µοξ! -Κ υ�!π� δειµ��¨� 10

]� οξ δσιν�ξ �2ε�¨ υ
ρευαι
¨ υ
τιΚ υψ�τ�� ο�οι· . η1σ - η�ο�δ�ξ

¨ π��¨����� λαλ�Κ /βσιοΚ
¨���ε �υ¨σ�ποδα ν%ηαξ������

¨� ζο����¨ιΚ λσαυ�Κ /πε�σ¨ µατ�οφ 15
¨�ει ν%ττοξ δ�ε�Κ τυ�ρ�ο¨Κ 3σειτεξ

¨ξ 2ξ%σοΚ ο(δεν�αξ
¨ερθλε β%µοΚ Υσιυψξ!Κ �Αρ5ξθ

¨υοφ ζειδον"ξθ νεη0µψΚ
6υ¨"σθι ν7ξ $π�2τζ0σαηοξ µ0βε γεισ
! 20

υ�ι δ� 6υ%σθι 8¨+παµοξ τλµθσ�ξ 2ξατγ+νεξοΚ
¨ λσ+υαζοξ τ"ξ �υ�9¨τυ%α π0ξυα 4σαωεξ

¨ξψξ 3λπετεξ �!η¨λ"ζαµοΚ
¨ πµ5ηθξ :φγ% �δ�¨2ξ1 ;%σα δ&ξε

col. 1

5 (an ξ<υοιΚ ?), πσ�υ0 τ�!π� ξ¨ξ�υοξ e.g. H.; Ε(σφυ��ψ¨ξα: primum φ ex ι
correctum. 6 2υσετυοβ
θξ corr. Pa., αυσετυσοβιθξ MS 7 δαϊ�+νεξοξ corr. H., . . . �ονεξοφ
MS; βια�ον%ξο< > $π� γεστ
ξ M.; post hunc versum lacuna. 8 -Κ υε vel 2%¨λοξυ+Κ υε e.g. H.
(quod dubitavit M.), -τυε β
αιοΚ 4¨λµθυ+Κ υε L. 9 3�+νεξοΚ corr. H., ο�ονεξοΚ MS 10 ο>υε
ρε�ξ δε
τ¨αΚ Pa.; ∆ι�Κ δε
τ¨αΚ Hu. 10–11 δειµ��¨ι / $βσιτυ�ι π+µε¨νοξ vel δειµ�ο@¨Κ /
$βσιτυα@Κ π+υ¨νοξ e.g. H., δειµ��ξ / $βσιτυα@Κ π+µε¨νοξ δσινAΚ Pa. 13 /βσιοΚ supra ιψ
suprascr. ιο 14 ���ε �υ¨σ�ποδα (an ��υε�υ¨σ0ποδα ?) H. 16. ’Θσαλ¨µε@ Pa. 17 λα
 λεξ CδοιΚ
ζφµαλ�¨ξ Pa.; !µπ
�ψξ 2µλ�¨ξ 2ξ%σοΚ ο(δεν
αξ B&H.; de !µπ+νεξοΚ 2µλ�¨ξ cog. B&H. 18
2µµ� !ξ γεστ�ξ¨ 3ρθλε e.g. H., ε� υ+υε ν� πασ¨%ρθλε Pa., 2µµ� 6µι+ξ οE¨ 3ρθλε Hu. 19 init.
α(¨υοF vel βι+¨υοφ e.g. H.; 2ξδσ�Κ υθµφη%¨υοφ Ll.-J.; fin. fortasse corruptum (sic Hu.) 20 init.
’Θσαλµ%θΚ Pa. 22 Λεξυα"σοφ¨ Pa.; πµ�ω%ξ υε¨ λσ+υαζοξ τ"ξ �υ� 9¨τυ%α π0ξυα 4σαωεξ
B&H. 23 8ι¨ξ�ξ Pa.; 3λπετεξ corr. H. ελπεττεξ MS
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col. 2

νε
δθτεξ �δ¨� ∆
λθ πασρ%ξοΚ 2ρ0ξα�υοΚ¨!
Hυε 2ξαπεπυαν%ξοιΚ 2υεξ7Κ βµ"πε�ι 9ζραµνο@τιξ¨!

!ξ δ7 ∆ι�Κ Λσ�ο¨ξ
δεψ τυ5ρετιξ 6δσι0�ει¨.

paragraphus

5

10

paragraphus

15
�Ασυ%νιδοΚ βοφµ�ιτι—υ� η1σ ζ
µοξ 3πµευ�ο¨ λο(σθι—

τ
ξευο ν7ξ �τ@υ¨οξ! τ
ξευο δ7 τυαζφµ0Κ!
ποµµοAΚ δ7 τλ�"µ¨αλαΚ ρθσ5υοσαΚ !ωεξ0�σι¨ωεξ!

πσ
ξ η� -υε ο� νεµ
θξ π�ωεξ $π� µαπ0�σ¨θξ
Ο*ξεIδθΚ Νεµ%αησοΚ· J η1σ ρθσ%τυαυοΚ .εξ 20

ποµµ�ξ Kσ�ψξ τAξ υ+υ� 2ρσοιταν%ξψξL
Mµφρε ν7ξ ΡθτεAΚ ΠιυρθIδοΚ! Mµφρε δ� ΑCρψξ!

Mµφρε δ� �Αηλα@οΚ τAν νεη0µψι πεµ%λει!
.µροξ δ7 Μ5δθΚ λοFσοι λα! ,θξ�Κ 4ξαλυοΚ.

col. 2

1 2ρ0ξα�υοΚ P. 2 βµ"πε�ι 9ζραµνο@τιξ B&Ll-J. 3 6δσι0�ει P. 6 !λε
ξψι vel !λε@ξοΚ H. 9
πα@Κ corr. B&Ll-J.: παιτι MS; πα@τι malunt A, G (vix recte). 10 παιτ�: primum ι suprascr.
(π8τι plerique) 11 2µµ� ο(δ� H.: αµµοφτδ MS; 2ωφξ"υψΚ: τ ex ι correctum P. et A.; ι ex τ
correctum B&Ll-J. 12 !λζε"ωετραι iam corr. P., εγζεφ��τατραι MS 14 $π%σ τ� -ζσ(ψξ vel
/πεσρ� -ζσφψξ H., /πεσρ� malit Ll-J. 15 λαν0υ�οφΚ¨ vel λ0ναυ�οξ¨ H. 16 3πµευ�ο¨ λο(σθι
P. 17 τ
ξευο ν7ξ τ@υ¨οξ iam B&Ll-J. 18 τλ"µ¨αλαΚ iam P.; !ωεξ0�σι¨ωεξ iam B& Ll-J.
(!ωεξ0�σι¨�εξ P.) 19 ο� Luppe (‘an δ% ?’ H.) 20 de ρθσε"υαυοΚ cogitavit S., sed non corrigere
uoluit; .εξ iam corr. P., MS 21 - : α ex ο correctum 22 ΑCρψξH. (αCρψξ P.): ex
inc.litt. correctum 23 �Αηλ¨α@οΚ iam P.: supra ξυ suprascr. ηλ 24 Mµροξ λα� Μ5¨δθΚ suppl.
omnes ante P.Brux.; nunc fortasse corrigendum.

col. 3
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πε���
πε�� 15

ζο��
ποµ�

paragraphus

τυ
ω�ψ
οQτι π�

θ��� 20
υ��

�� �
���

col. 3

9 β
νε�ξαι e.g. H. 18 τυ
ω�ψ P.
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