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Without knowing the force of words, 
it is impossible to know men. 
 

~ Confucian proverb  



 There are official searchers, 
inquisitors ... they always 
arrive extremely tired from 
their journeys; they speak of 
a broken stairway which 
almost killed them ... 
sometimes they pick up the 
nearest volume and leaf 
through it ...Obviously, no 
one expects to discover 
anything. 

 
~ Jorge Luis Borges.  
The Library of Babel. 

 



Ranganathan’s Laws 
 
1. Books are for use. 
2. Every reader his book. 
3. Every book its reader. 
4. Save the time of the reader. 
5. The library is a growing organism. 



Controlled Vocabularies 

•  Subject Headings 
–  e.g. Library of Congress (LCSH) 

•  Thesauri 



Classification 
 The systematic arrangement 
by subject of books and 
other materials on shelves or 
of catalogue and index 
entries in the manner that is 
most useful to those who 
read or who seek a definite 
piece of information. 

 
 

~ Arthur Maltby. Sayers’ Manual of 
Classification for Librarians. 



Feminist Library  

•  http://feministlibrary.co.uk •  Founded 1975 
•  Classification Scheme 

created 1978 
•  Collection strength is 

Women’s Liberation 
Movement 1970s-80s 

•  Still campaigning at 
grassroots level 



Visualising the Feminist Library Classification 

(via Wordle) 



Quantifying the Feminist Library Classification 

Ten most frequently-used words 

(derived from TaporWare List Words) 



Glasgow Women’s Library 

http://www.womenslibrary.org.uk/ 



Visualising the GWL Classification 

(via Wordle) 



Quantifying the GWL Classification 
“a-z” (40 
occurrences) 
excluded from 
list as a phrase 
functional to 
organisation – 
e.g. “countries, 
a-z”  

(derived from TaporWare List Words) 



Library of Congress Classification 

•  21 classes 
•  40+ print schedules & online equivalent 
•  Arranged by academic subject disciplines 
•  In 19th century, designed for Library of Congress, 

but widely adopted internationally, especially in 
large academic libraries 

•  Class H – Social Sciences 
•  Subclass HQ – The Family. Marriage. Women 
•  Woman-centric topics in some other classes 



Visualising the LCC Section HQ 

(via Wordle) 



Deduplicated only Balancing required 
•  Top 3 words are 

functional for organisation 
•  Positions 4, 5 and 10 are 

geographical 
•  Word-stemming has a big 

impact: 
 * sex      * sexual 
 * sexes      * sexuality 
 * sexism      * sexually 
      * sexologists 

Quantifying LCC Section HQ 

(derived from TaporWare List Words) 



Quantifying LCC Section HQ 
Organisational terms removed; words stemmed 

(derived from TaporWare List Words) 



Results + future research 

•  Quantifying words has shown both the expected 
focus of each of the schemes examined and 
unexpectedly popular terms 

•  Moving forward, aim to: 
–  Complete analysis of LCC (beyond HQ) 
–  Analyse Dewey Decimal Classification 
–  Analyse other UK feminist / woman-centric collections 
–  Finish analysing subject headings 
–  Conduct research into user’s search techniques 

•  Please give me your address / contact a.welsh@ucl.ac.uk 
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These slides are available from:  
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/infostudies/anne-welsh/conferences/ 


