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II. THE REPUBLIC 365

E.NARDUCCI (ED.), CICERONE PROSPETTIVA 2z000. ATTI DEL I SYMPOSIUM CICERONIANUM
ARPINAS. ARPINO 5 MAGGIO 2zooo. Firenze: Felice Le Monnier, 2001. Pp.ix + 125. ISBN
88—00-81501—4. €12.91.

E. NARDUCCI (ED.), INTERPRETARE CICERONE. PERCORSI DELLA CRITICA CON-
TEMPORANEA. ATTI DEL II SYMPOSIUM CICERONIANUM ARPINAS. ARPINO 18 MAG-
GIO zoo01. Firenze: Felice Le Monnier, 2002. Pp. xii + 83. 1SBN 88—00-81502-2. €11.50.

Since 1980 young Latinists have honed their skills each spring in Arpinum, translating and
commenting on the texts of the illustrious citizen of this Roman municipium. A one-day colloquium
on Ciceronian themes was held in 2000 to mark the twentieth anniversary of this competition, and it
proved so successful that it has now become a tradition in its own right. The person primarily
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366 REVIEWS

responsible for this worthy enterprise is Emanuele Narducci, the scientific curator of the two
colloquia that have been held to date, and the editor of these two slim volumes.

The first collection of papers delivered at I Symposium is opened by N.’s own contribution.
Rarely does a first essay, which functions here as an introduction, inspire us to return to its pages.
This is one of those rare occasions. Sallying forth from the turris eburnea, wherein classicists often
love to seclude themselves in the vain hope of preserving ancient traditions, N., in a constructive
polemic, engages with the current (and to date only attempted) reforms of the Italian government,
which aim to reduce the study of ancient languages (and classical culture in general) in high school.
Opposing political parties (all of which are held equally responsible for the decline of classical
studies), the culture of globalization, and the mass media, N. indicates the new means (which he
identifies in cultural centres, foundations, and even private associations) by which it might be
possible to achieve the end of a culture that critically rejects any conformity. Presenting the
Symposium Ciceronianum Arpinas as one of these occasions, he admirably identifies new trends of
Ciceronian studies (such as, for example, the role of oratory, rhetoric, philosophy, and their dialectic
relationship in the orator’s works) that might prove fertile for future research. Zanker explores the
question of Cicero’s portraits; a fascinating topic in itself, that is also partly used as an object-lesson
of rigorous ‘philological’ analysis applied to marbles rather than codices. Marcone presents a good
overview of the idea of democracy in Cicero, a subject that has proved to be extremely productive in
the last two decades, and which has born further fruits even after the publication of this volume
(H. Mouritsen, Plebs and Politics (2001)). To a similarly fertile field (to which she herself has
contributed with Amicizia e potere nelle lettere di Cicerone e nelle elegie ovidiane dell’esilio (2000))
belongs Citroni Marchetti’s contribution that she defines as a typological research (79) of Cicero’s
emotions — and words that express these emotions — towards friends and enemies during the time
of his exile. What she delivers is, in reality, a contribution of great interest to those engaged with
both literary and socio-political studies. The last contribution of the first volume is Nicolai’s refined
analysis that investigates, by a careful reading of de legibus, Cicero’s contribution to the ancient
theories of historiography.

The same format is maintained in the second volume, and presents the same high quality of
scholarship, albeit without another stimulating introduction by N. La Penna offers a very interesting
analysis of Cicero’s vivid representations of individuals in his letters. This very neat study, which
offers attractive representations of some important figures of the late Republic, shows a fertile
ground in which future research can adventure for both literary representation (to which a parallel
of the given portraits in the letters with those of the same individuals in Cicero’s other works might
add something) and the history of concepts and ethical values (Wertbegriffe), areas in which Cicero’s
letters certainly have much to offer. Cavarzere investigates the role of actio, the eloquentia corporis
(Cic., Or. 55), as an essential element in Roman oratorical practice. As part of a revitalization of this
kind of study that tends to attribute a central role to the gesture in oratorical delivery, and whose
most recent product is the new English edition of de Jorio’s work, Cavarzere succeeds in exploring
an important and, until now, marginalized aspect, the Ciceronian evaluation of the actio. Grilli, in a
beautiful and concise contribution, usefully highlights the intentional connection between rhetoric
and philosophy in the entire corpus of Cicero’s rhetorical and political works. Aligning himself with
the recent trend in interpretation of Cicero’s rhetorical works (cf., for example, for de oratore J. M.
May and J. Wisse (eds), Cicero On the Ideal Orator (2001)), Grilli indicates the political nature of all
Ciceronian treatises, showing that the differences between them are consequent upon the evolving
necessities of the decline of the Roman res publica (59). Cambiano, in the most solidly philosophical
of the contributions, analyses the reasons for Cicero preferring the philosophical school of the
Sceptic Academy, and the latter’s role within the Roman tradition. The most intriguing and
fascinating result that he presents is the intertwined relation between the maxime probabile and the
Roman tradition, so as to offer a stimulating contribution to the debate on the role of Greek
philosophy in Rome.

These volumes undoubtedly succeed in their aim of creating a moment of reflection on the
importance of Cicero’s works and opening up perspectives for the future. The leading scholars offer
thought-provoking contributions, throwing up a plethora of thoughts that offer us an idea of the
richness and complexity of an author and his period.

Of course, as is the nature of this kind of work, contributions differ slightly in quality, level of
detailed analysis, footnotes, and bibliography. Each of them should be read on its own and, perhaps,
it would have been interesting to see a discussion more centred on a specific theme. What this work
certainly shows is that classical culture will not easily die.

University College London VALENTINA ARENA

This content downloaded by the authorized user from 192.168.52.65 on Wed, 14 Nov 2012 06:45:59 AM
All use subject to JISTOR Terms and Conditions



http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp

	Article Contents
	p. 365
	p. 366

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Journal of Roman Studies, Vol. 93 (2003), pp. i-xii+1-427
	Front Matter [pp. i-xii]
	Images of War in Greece and Rome: Between Military Practice, Public Memory, and Cultural Symbolism [pp. 1-17]
	Roman Opinions about the Truthfulness of Dreams [pp. 18-34]
	Beyond Satire: Horace, Popular Invective and the Segregation of Literature [pp. 35-65]
	Child's Play: Ovid and His Critics [pp. 66-91]
	De Beneficiis and Roman Society [pp. 92-113]
	Archaeologies and Agendas: Reflections on Late Ancient Jewish Art and Early Christian Art [pp. 114-128]
	Domus, Family, and Inheritance: The Senatorial Family House in Late Antique Rome [pp. 129-145]
	Survey Articles
	Recent Archaeological Work in Roman Iberia (1990-2002) [pp. 146-211]
	Roman Inscriptions 1995-2000 [pp. 212-294]

	Review Article
	Review: Ancient Bilingualism [pp. 295-302]

	Reviews
	General
	Review: untitled [pp. 303-304]
	Review: untitled [pp. 304-305]
	Review: untitled [pp. 305-306]
	Review: untitled [pp. 306-307]
	Review: untitled [pp. 307-308]
	Review: untitled [pp. 308-309]
	Review: untitled [pp. 309-310]
	Review: untitled [pp. 310-311]
	Review: untitled [p. 311]
	Review: untitled [p. 312]
	Review: untitled [pp. 312-313]
	Review: untitled [pp. 313-314]
	Review: untitled [p. 314]
	Review: untitled [pp. 315-316]
	Review: untitled [pp. 316-317]
	Review: untitled [pp. 317-319]
	Review: untitled [p. 319]
	Review: untitled [pp. 319-320]
	Review: untitled [pp. 320-321]
	Review: untitled [pp. 321-322]
	Review: untitled [pp. 322-323]
	Review: untitled [pp. 323-324]
	Review: untitled [pp. 324-325]
	Review: untitled [pp. 325-326]
	Review: untitled [p. 326]
	Review: untitled [p. 327]
	Review: untitled [pp. 327-329]
	Review: untitled [pp. 329-330]
	Review: untitled [pp. 330-331]
	Review: untitled [p. 331]
	Review: untitled [pp. 331-332]
	Review: untitled [pp. 332-333]
	Review: untitled [pp. 333-334]
	Review: untitled [pp. 334-335]
	Review: untitled [pp. 335-336]
	Review: untitled [pp. 336-337]
	Review: untitled [pp. 337-339]
	Review: untitled [pp. 339-340]
	Review: untitled [pp. 340-341]
	Review: untitled [pp. 341-342]
	Review: untitled [pp. 342-343]
	Review: untitled [pp. 343-344]
	Review: untitled [p. 344]
	Review: untitled [pp. 344-345]
	Review: untitled [pp. 345-347]
	Review: untitled [p. 348]
	Review: untitled [p. 349]
	Review: untitled [pp. 350-351]

	The Republic
	Review: untitled [pp. 351-354]
	Review: untitled [p. 355]
	Review: untitled [p. 356]
	Review: untitled [pp. 356-357]
	Review: untitled [pp. 357-358]
	Review: untitled [p. 358]
	Review: untitled [pp. 358-359]
	Review: untitled [pp. 359-361]
	Review: untitled [pp. 361-362]
	Review: untitled [pp. 362-363]
	Review: untitled [pp. 363-364]
	Review: untitled [pp. 364-365]
	Review: untitled [p. 365]
	Review: untitled [pp. 365-366]
	Review: untitled [p. 367]
	Review: untitled [pp. 367-368]

	The Empire
	Review: untitled [pp. 368-370]
	Review: untitled [p. 370]
	Review: untitled [pp. 370-371]
	Review: untitled [pp. 371-372]
	Review: untitled [pp. 372-373]
	Review: untitled [pp. 373-374]
	Review: untitled [pp. 374-376]
	Review: untitled [pp. 376-377]
	Review: untitled [pp. 377-378]
	Review: untitled [pp. 378-379]
	Review: untitled [pp. 379-380]
	Review: untitled [pp. 380-382]
	Review: untitled [pp. 382-383]
	Review: untitled [pp. 383-384]
	Review: untitled [pp. 384-385]
	Review: untitled [pp. 385-386]
	Review: untitled [pp. 386-387]
	Review: untitled [p. 387]
	Review: untitled [pp. 387-388]
	Review: untitled [pp. 388-389]
	Review: untitled [pp. 389-390]
	Review: untitled [pp. 390-391]
	Review: untitled [pp. 391-392]
	Review: untitled [pp. 392-394]
	Review: untitled [pp. 394-395]
	Review: untitled [pp. 395-396]
	Review: untitled [pp. 396-397]
	Review: untitled [p. 397]
	Review: untitled [pp. 398-399]
	Review: untitled [pp. 399-400]
	Review: untitled [p. 400]
	Review: untitled [pp. 400-401]
	Review: untitled [pp. 401-402]
	Review: untitled [pp. 402-403]
	Review: untitled [pp. 403-404]
	Review: untitled [p. 404]
	Review: untitled [pp. 404-406]

	The Late Empire
	Review: untitled [pp. 406-407]
	Review: untitled [pp. 407-408]
	Review: untitled [p. 408]
	Review: untitled [pp. 408-409]
	Review: untitled [pp. 409-410]
	Review: untitled [pp. 410-411]
	Review: untitled [pp. 411-412]
	Review: untitled [pp. 412-413]
	Review: untitled [pp. 413-414]
	Review: untitled [pp. 414-415]
	Review: untitled [pp. 415-416]
	Review: untitled [pp. 416-417]
	Review: untitled [p. 417]
	Review: untitled [p. 418]
	Review: untitled [pp. 418-419]
	Review: untitled [pp. 419-420]
	Review: untitled [pp. 420-421]


	Proceedings of the Society for the Promotion of Roman Studies 2002-3 [pp. 422-423]
	Back Matter [pp. 424-427]



