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Yideology! snd thelr determined and determining reletionshipe within the

L
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£i:1d of art sducationsl ressarch, zad {hewe) within a specific form of
culfural production: cartoonz and caricatures. These related smplorations
of = commen field include work whieh is predominsntly critical snd thoore-
tical and some {like tho case study) wore substentive. in anslyszis of the
arsag indicoted by the concepbs Yartt, foculburs?! and fideology! ig offered
in order %o locede probloms of dafinition slongside partionliasr developnents
in the fields of art

and o broaden the theoreticsl basis fox azt sducetion. The zwvalyels zleso

hisbory, zemiobtics, sociclogy and culitursl sghadies

woves acrogy disciplines -~ mueh zz Vlitervabure?, Yasducsiiont, Terd history?
oto, -~ working o mn‘omt erucisd theoreticnl issues {eg, the iiterery ond
visuel Jdiscourse in saltire or the concepd of modernism) whils trying Ho
aveid interdisciplinsryy rivalrios.

Culiural nroducts and cultursl production, including the writing of thiz
study, 2re sesn in terms of thelr metorizl conditions of existence and tThair
work sg representations which produce and ysproducs mesnings. Inghort, the
concern is hodth with modes of production =nd modes of gignification. in
cutline of some of the Typa of work that can bz done, in srit sducetion, undsy

the mibric of fowliural gtudics? omeryss from o discussgion of the cenbral

o)

organising concept of art ag culturzl production: and = oriticue of axisting
theoriss of culfural nroduction. ¢operating within the srt subisct, vhich £ail
to agk how {visual) meonings/idscloziss sre made whils romaining committed
to digebling notions of Yporsonsl? cmestivity often onieiling sesthetic
myebicign or o tpaychologized! version of siyle criticism.

A model of anslysis bezed upon the methodoleogy of ¥Willismg in coltnrsl
gtudicg: of Frederick intal and Pim Claxrd in art history; snd of
Foland Berthes and Victer Burgin irn semiotice, is constbmeted {in = £icld

q

that is largely unmeonped) in ordst o provide some notes towerds an argument

in thoory shout the possibility of o socdology of art and culiure and o
snalyse hisboricelly the sign-syetens, codes and giyles which are available
For authorial =nd andiencs groups to meke meonings with. In this cose the
vork done in making cartocons mesningful and the work of their ‘publicationt
and texchenget.

Thig is the spine of the study. In pursuit of thasge zims the stuly
mekes o conbribuiion in 2 vumber of other arses. In exploring the culiural

nroduction of cartooms - which o & large degres hag besn rojroted by the
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cozdemic ewbablishment or 1like pulp-ficition, pop-music, photography slc.

hag besn dafined ss Ysub-culbural?! or ephemersl - o suggestion is made that
cultural forms arc not static bul srsfread? and given meaninge within the
Zypomic tomesicnms of 61omirz:aftianf"sabcx-ﬂz_nw‘aiun: ;ﬁ’s}ziu the defining concept of
cultursl hegomouy. The shruggle to mean in cartoons signels the woriing of
Shege powerdinowledgs relations. in intervention is made into the orithodoxmy

of fstvle criticism' in ordsr to direct the dipcussion ftowerds the development
of a more ugeful theorstical concept of 'visual ideologyt ~ which, it is

suggesbed, ellows & betder grssp of the pam*-‘aimlaritiea of the production of

wictures, thelr ideclogical componsnita snd Thelr history. In o fi=ld vhers
there ars but & fev gbhudiss of the ideological components of peintinge and

no suhetential sormicleogicel anolyses oulalds of ?E%ﬁ@%?h’}‘", 2 semiclogicel

analysiz of cartoons iz comairucied through s deiteild szsoination of the
fochniqueg and mechonisn of visus /litarary satire together with an account

-
A
of ghercotyping ag & wethod opsrating wilthin the isonography of carfoons. in

spolrgis of the slersctyping Tunction is linked to wider thooxiss of
repregentation.

The Letber part of thie s¥vudy anslyses the 4iiflorent levels siong which
the carboon gigmifiasg,or commnicates mesning. It is hoped that the anelyais

e very neture

of resesrch means that ite outeomes sre the result of speclal clmwcumgisncoes
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v e opeweedugsd in other situedions. The gtuly ends
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The stady is in the form of & circulsting arsument:
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Tho smpiricnl work baasd on the collsciicn of cartoons and osriceiures
included ag %he £ifth apd sixth chapters is part of:

1} a growing infterest in 2 theory of illuminantive desceriptive & iﬂ._}"ﬂiﬁ
2} sn attermpt to illustraite key idess and concepls conteined in the ma)
hody of the btext

2} sn atberpt to comsider the mosponses to this tesaching in ons ames of the
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curricnium,



