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The National Health Service in England is currently discussing whether to fund a pre-exposure 

prophylaxis (PrEP) programme. The number of eligible individuals expected to come forward is a key 

consideration.  The BHIVA/BASHH position statement supports access to PrEP for men who have 

sex with men (MSM) if they have a confirmed HIV-negative status, report condomless anal sex (CLS) 

with a man in the past three months, and report CLS is likely to occur again in the next three months 1. 

We aimed to investigate what proportion of MSM attending genitourinary medicine (GUM) services 

could be eligible for PrEP in England, using data from the AURAH (Attitudes to and Understanding 

of Risk of Acquisition of HIV) study 2, which recruited in English GUM services (2013-2014). A total 

of 4380 patients were approached over the study period and 2630 completed a questionnaire (response 

rate was 60%). PrEP eligibility was assessed among 1484 gay, bisexual or other MSM. Of these men, 

1227 had an HIV-test on the day of study recruitment, and 1220 had an HIV-negative test result (four 

positive test results and three missing). Of the HIV-negative men, 670 reported at least one episode of 

CLS in the past three months. Of the 550 HIV-negative men who did not report recent CLS, 106 

reported bacterial STI diagnosis (past year), 38 reported post-exposure prophylaxis use (past year), 

and 79 reported chemsex associated drug use (methamphetamine, mephedrone or GHB/GBL) in the 

past three months; 178 reported at least one of these events. Of the 1484 MSM under assessment, 

45.1% (670/1484) had a confirmed HIV-negative status and reported recent CLS, and may represent 

the proportion of MSM GUM service attendees eligible for PrEP in England. An additional 12.0% 

(178/1484) of these men may be eligible for PrEP, if other potential criteria are taken into 

consideration.  
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