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A preprint is a manuscript that has been posted on a public platform, such as Qeios, arXiv,
SocArXiv, PsyArXiv, or SSRN, before it has been peer reviewed. Like other major medical
and scientific journals, Addiction does not regard posting an article on a preprint platform as
prior publication. Articles that have been posted to a preprint platform may be submitted to
Addiction for review and publication under the following conditions:

e There is a clear statement in the manuscript submitted to Addiction that a preprint of
the article has been posted, including a live URL to that preprint and a full history of
the manuscript up to submission to Addiction. This applies even if the preprint link is
to a previous version that was rejected by another journal. A standard form of words
that will make it easy to find this statement is ‘A preprint of this article has been
posted at [URL],” followed by a history of the manuscript. If more than one preprint
has been posted (e.g. because of rejection of an article by another journal), all URLs
should be included.

e |tis clear within the title or rubric of the preprint that it is a preprint so that it is not
confused with a peer-reviewed article when downloaded or taken out of context.

e Dissemination of the preprint by any channel, including social media, should make
clear that the paper being circulated is a preprint and has not been subject to peer
review. Addiction will not consider for publication, and will halt the review process, if
it discovers that this principle has not been adhered to.

e If the article is accepted for publication:

o the peer-reviewed version published in Addiction must contain the statement
'A preprint of this article before peer review by Addiction can be found at
[URL and doi]'.

o the preprint must be updated to cite the Addiction paper's doi in a prominent
place.

Addiction has teamed up with Qeios (geios.com) to facilitate the most effective and efficient
use of preprints because this platform provides an easy way for people to review or
comment on the preprint and to update preprints while maintaining an archive of previous
versions. Most importantly it offers a simple way of ensuring that terms used in the article
are linked to definitions, which aligns with Addiction’s drive to improving the clarity of
scientific writing [1,2]. Authors are advised not to use pre-print servers for specific journals
because of the complications that arise if the journal rejects the article.

This article has been accepted for publication and undergone full peer review but has not been
through the copyediting, typesetting, pagination and proofreading process which may lead to
differences between this version and the Version of Record. Please cite this article as doi:
10.1111/add.15063
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