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The epilogue of Love and Other Acts of Violence is set in Lemberg
in 1918. For Jews, the city is tragically marked by a surprisingly
vicious pogrom, at the hands of Polish nationalists, in November
of that year. This essay hopes to unpack the social history which
led up to and away from that moment. It is intended as a brief
(but by no means comprehensive) introduction to the historical
background of Jews and non-Jews in contemporary Eastern
Europe. It also considers long-term Polish history in order to
understand the political consciousness of contemporary Polish
Catholics and the tiny minority of Jewish Poles.

"In his 1989 essay The End of History?, American Philosopher Francis Fukuyama argued that
the fall of the Soviet Empire and the rise of Western Liberal Democracy marked the end of
man’s sociocultural evolution as Liberalism had triumphed over Fascism in World War il and
Communism in the later twentieth century.




In the mid-19th century the growing Jewish intelligentsia helped
to found a formidable, progressive synagogue in Lemberg. A
Jewish school educating both boys and girls proved to be
extremely popular, drawing nearly 1,000 pupils. This led to
increased tension between the more and less traditionally-
minded, which was not immune to violence. The failed European
revolutions of 1848 posed new threats and physical harm to
Jews. But they did attain voting rights and Jews were officially
emancipated through the Austrian constitution in 1867.

The city prospered and grew, abetted by new railroad lines, and
its Jews fared relatively well. In 1869, there were around 27,000
Jews in Lemberg. By 1900 the Jewish population reached 44,258.
Whilst Jewish scientists, academics, journalists, doctors, and
lawyers became more common, squalor also increased.

Forces were brewing, though, which portended bitter, protracted
conflict. Poles were granted ‘home rule' in Galicia after 1867,
with Lemberg increasingly adopting a Polish character. Diverse
Jewish political organizations were spawned advocating
protection for political rights, safeguarding Orthodox practices,
and expressing cultural tastes (including being 'pro-Polish’).
School networks and occupational training courses, modest
free-loan societies, newspapers, social clubs, pamphlets, posters,
and mass rallies proliferated. Zionism took hold in the late 19th
century, as did branches of socialism. But antisemitic forces,
which were tied to varieties of nationalism that excluded Jews,
gained ground and intensified too.

In World War [, the summer of 1914, the Russian army
conquered Lemberg. Some 16,000 (of around 50,000) Jews fled.
Those who remained included many refugees. Russian soldiers
(although there were Jews in the Russian army) attacked and







