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“An end point of almost 175 years of thinking 
about what catalogs are for and how they 
should work – an end point, not the end point.” 
 

~ William Denton. FRBR and the history of cataloging. In A.G. Taylor (ed.) 
Understanding FRBR: What it is and how it will affect our retrieval tools. Libraries 

Unlimited, 2007. 

(The ‘FRBRIZation’ of the catalogue is discussed in PC, pp. 7-16). 
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~ IFLA Study Group on the Functional Requirements for Bibliographic Records. 

Functional Requirements for Bibliographic Records. Final Report. (IFLA Series on 
Bibliographic Control 19). Munich: K.G. Saur, 1998. 

(PC, pp. 90-94). 
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Practical Cataloguing p. 94. 
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A Humument exists as … 

•  book in various editions 
•  abridged book 
•  series of prints 
•  USB with audio recording 
•  web app 
•  celestial globes 
•  skull 
+ related works include an opera 
+ based on Mallock’s novel (= related work) 



http://www.tomphillips.co.uk/humument  



“A Humument has been a work in progress since 1966 ... 
 
This section of the website brings together a wealth of 
information on this Gesamtkunstwerk which you are 
invited to explore by clicking the links on the left of this 
page.” 

http://www.tomphillips.co.uk/humument  







“The descriptive bibliographer differs from the 
cataloger or enumerator in that he is required to 
describe what is technically known as the ‘ideal 
copy’ of any edition, a description that includes a full 
account of all variations from this ideal norm 
comprising the kind of copy of the book in the most 
complete and perfected state that the publisher 
intended to issue to the public.” 
 

- Fredson Bowers (1959). The function of 
Bibliography. Library Trends 7: 500. 



“What is normally transcribed is what should stand in 
an ideal copy, not in any existing one, and no notice 
is taken of accidental defects (such as slight shifting 
of the type) that can be eliminated by the 
comparison of several copies.” 
 
- Walter Greg (1959). Bibliography of English Printed 

Drama. IV.  London: Bibliographical Society. pp. 
cxlviii-cxlix.  
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A Humument is one creative work that exemplifies 
1.  a kind of artist’s book 
2.  the need for better collocation of related works in search 

results in discovery 
3.  some limits to models for cataloguing / discovery 
4.  some limits to the models for bibliography 
5.  the need for practical / pragmatic / compromise decisions 

to be implemented in 3 and 4 in order for work to be 
completed and 2 to be achieved 

6.  the importance of awareness of 5: our current models 
and technology are not perfect! 

Object Lessons from A Humument 



Most importantly, A Humument is one creative work 
that exemplifies the joy of collecting, managing and 
providing access to beautiful hertage materials – aka 
the joy of librarianship. 

Object Lessons from A Humument 


