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Between 1945 and 1956 Boris Pasternak wrote four letters to his translator and
critic, Cecil Maurice Bowra (1898—-1971), the classical scholar, literary critic, and
Warden of Wadham College, Oxford. The first two letters were written soon after
the end of the war on 25 December 1945 and 21 June 1946, while the last two
were composed some ten years later on 1 September and 5 November 1956. The
correspondence was recently discovered among Bowra’s papers in the Archive of
Wadham College.

In April 1948 Pasternak also inscribed and sent to Bowra a hand-sewn booklet,
containing the typewritten text of ten poems from Doctor Zhivago. This booklet
is now located in the collection of Irwin Holtzman at the Hoover Institution
Archives.

With kind permission of the Pasternak Trust, the letters and the text of the
inscription on the booklet of poems are published for the first time below, fol-
lowed by detailed explanatory notes. The accompanying essay explores Bowra’s
contribution to Pasternak’s literary reputation and its significance for the genesis
of Doctor Zhivago.'

P.D.

1.
Letter from Pasternak to Bowra
25 December 19457
Dear, dear Mr Bowra,

I lack words and knowledge even for an ordinary english letter. How

should I find means to represent my admiration and gratitude to you?
When I read in your beautiful “Heritage of Symbolism” your admirable
lines about Rilke and Blok,* when afterwards I saw your deep, exact and
melodious translation of the Twelve, * I dreamed. Would this man (this
Bowra) ever hear of me, could I some day attract his high attention, and,
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perhaps, deserve his recognition! And, on a sudden, these wonderful, in-
comparable translations!!’

If once I knew that the fate will give me such sort of response, ® the
anticipation of it would restrain me from many excesses, from which no
power of tradition or of contemporaneity could withhold me, as I was
young.’

I wish you more hours of peace, productivity and concentration and
years of that lively and ever unexpected felicity, that makes the experience
of an artist and a thinker.

Yours affectionately

B Pasternak

25.XI1.1945
Moscow 17
Lavroushensky per. 17/19 lodg. 72
Y Bac BocXuTUTeIbHAs pycckas anTosorus.® S mopaxaioch, kak y Bac

XBaTaeT BPEMEHH HAa TaKOH HEOOBATHBIN KPyr HHTEpecoB U paboT. S Ha-
MepeHHO BaM Hamucan nmo-aHrauicKy, A8 TOrO YTOOBl TPYAHOCTH U He-
3HAHHUE A3bIKA MOJOXKIIN TPAHUILY MOEMY HOPBIBY: a TO g nucan 661 Bam
6e3 konna. [Ipoctute 3a gocraBieHHbie Bam monyTHO crpanaHus. Eme
pa3 oT aymu Bcero Bam Hammyumrero.

Bam b ITactepHak

2.
Letter from Pasternak to Bowra
26 June 1946°
Joporoii moit boypa!

Xoture, 1 Bam nocssamy csou 3ametku o Hlexkcnupe? Bel He mpecTas-
nsere cebe, kak BEI MeHs Bcerma Tporaere U Kak pacTeT Mos kK Bam mpu-
3HaTEIbHOCTB!

OTH 3aMeTKH HAIMCAaHBl B KadyeCTBE MPEJUCIOBHSI K COOpaHUIO He-
CKOJIBKHX €T0 TpareJui (1 ogHOH XPOHUKH), BEIIIyCKaeMOMY H3JaTelb-
ctBom «MckycctBo».'’ Y BOKCa ecTs 5Ta cTaths.'' Pasymeercs, MHOTOE
B Hell He MOXET OBITh MHTEPECHO IS aHII<HHCKOr0> YHTATENs, KaK



72 PAMELA DAVIDSON

CIMIIKOM eMy u3BecTHoe. Ho koe-uTo, Mox<eT> OBITh, OyaeT T1000MbIT-
HO, KaK MHEHHE YeJIOBeKa, B TEUYCHHE TPEeX JIeT OUYECHb COKUBIIEroCs C
HEKOTOphIMH cuiiaMu LIl ekcMpOBCKOTO MUpa M 3aKOHAMY UX AeiicTBus. '
Kax Brl nymaere?

51 OBLJI CcTPAIIHO IMOJBIIECH U 3aXBa4eH (OH 0YeHb TAJIAHTIIMNBO HAIIHCAH)
Bamum oT361BOM 0 «3eMHOM TpocTope» B «Horizonre."” Dpenbypr ouenb
YMHBIU ¥ OJ1arOpOTHBII YEIOBEK C Topa3no Oosiee MUpPOKOi chepoii ges-
TEIBbHOCTH, HEM MOS, 2 MOK<eT> ObITh M XOpOUI Uil Mo3T 1 nucarens. * Ho
€My Kak ¥ mokoiiHoMy An<ekceto> Toncromy '’ u Topskomy '° u Teneps
JleonoBy '’ 1 He MOTY IPOCTHTEL UX POGOCTH U MOKOPHOCTH. DTO HEGOIb-
mue JNIoau, HeyBaxapmue ceds. C HUX Hadayics TOT CEPBUIN3M H TO
TyHnoyMue, KOTOpbI€ yTBEPXKJaTH HOTOM B BUJE TOHA, 0053aTEIBHOTO JUIS
BCeX. Sl HUKOTO X HU B TPOII HE CTABIIO U MHE ObIBaeT 0OIBHO CTOATH
panom ¢ HuMu. Ho, k cuacTeio, HUKOMY U HE IIPUJET B FOJIOBY CONMXKATh
HAC: 3TO CIUIIKOM BEJTHKAs «4ECTh» I MEHS. '

51 6B171 0OUeHb CKPOMHEIM YE€JIOBEKOM U XOPOIIUM TOBapHIIeM. A Tenepb
g ux Bcex npesupaio. '’ Hano 6110 HaliTH B ce6e JOCTATOUHO CMETOCTH
U JI0TaNTMBOCTH KMTh HEMHOTO TOTpyaHee ¥ He3aMeTHee.”’ Toraa 6b1 Mbl
HEe JONLIN A0 TaKOTO OJHYAHUS.

MHe Tak¥ke OYeHb HPABATCSA BCe Baliu CTMXOTBOPHBIE MEPEBOBI. '
Kak gwynecno onu Bam ynarores!!

Heyxenu s korna<->uubyab ysuxy Bac u Oxcpopa? >

Kpenko xxmy Bamy pyky. Enre pa3 cnacu6o Bam 3a Bce.

IIpenanneiit Bam

b ITactepnak
26.VI1.1946.

3.
Inscription from Pasternak to Bowra
on booklet of ten poems from Doctor Zhivago
10 April 1948 %

To dear C.M. Bowra
as sign of my deepest ackno<w>ledgment with my warmest thanks for his
rare and profound articles on Blok, Rilke and on myself — **
whole heartedly
b ITactepnak
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10 anp. 1948
Mocksa
Show it, please, to my sister and others.

4.
Letter from Pasternak to Bowra
1 September 1956 **

The 1st of Sept. 1956

My dear and more than dear, thrice dear Bowra,
I dare write you in this non-existant mock-English of my own invention
especially to make you laugh at it.

Handfuls, armfuls, heaps of thanks to you. My gratitude to you is enor-
mous. I like your books about the symbolists, about the ancient and con-
temporary art.’® They are much read in our philological circles!”’

You have invented me and gave me a renown, you made my life diffi-
cult and responsible by your overestimation. **

But now, that the novel «loktop )Kuaro» is finished near about a year
ago (and is written with a frankness that will a long time hinder its publi-
cation)”’ and that it seems me to be fit for my acquittal and to justify your
exaggerations, I pardon you and turn my reproaches to thankfulness to
which I find neither limits nor expressions.

Please transmit Mr Wrenn my warmest thanks and best regards. I am
and remain his perpetual debtor also.**

Write me if you should be wishing in every language you wish on my
Moscow post-address:

Mockea B-17
JlaBpyumnnackuii mep. x1.17/19 k8. 72
bopucy Jleonnnosuuy Ilactepnaxky.

Yours truly

and devotedly
B Pasternak
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5.
Letter from Pasternak to Bowra
5 November 1956 *'

5 X156

Dear Bowra! My present foreign-letter-language is French. As an exercise,
in order to remember my forgotten or never known English I shall write
you letters from time to time in this odd unintelligible wrong dialect of
mine. In addition to the content (I shall write them on puzzling difficult
topics) it will form a good comic-papers stuff.

Please hasten our common friends to accelerate their plans about my
writings, if indeed those writings are welcome, as it was said in personal
meeting, perhaps only for courtesy, and without real ground. *

My sister JIupus Jleonnnosua will hand you a dozen of my new verses
of this autumn. ** I know your point of view in “Creative experiment,”
preserve it. Be absolutely free towards these sheets and dispose of them
as you please. ™

Countless heartily thanks and greetings!

Your
B Pasternak

Notes

' I am grateful to CIiff Davies, the archivist of Wadham College, Oxford, for
granting me access to Bowra’s papers, and to the staff of the Hoover Institution
Archives, Stanford, California, for their assistance. Evgenii Borisovich Pasternak
and Elena Vladimirovna Pasternak kindly answered my queries about the corre-
spondence in Oxford in November 2007. I would also like to thank Lazar Fleish-
man for inviting me to present these materials at the conference held at Stanford
University in October 2007 to mark fifty years since the publication of Doctor
Zhivago and for his helpful contributions to my research.

* Archive of Wadham College, Oxford. Bowra Papers. Manuscript, purple ink, one
sheet; no envelope. Pasternak’s first letter to Bowra was sent through their mutual
friend, Isaiah Berlin, who returned to England for the winter holidays during his
period of employment at the British Embassy in Moscow (September 1945 to
April 1946). In a letter of 11-24 December 1945 to his sisters Josephine and Lydia
Pasternak, written just before this letter and also brought back to Oxford by
Berlin, Pasternak commented on the significance for him of Bowra’s translations
and books and noted that he would probably write to him (Boris Pasternak. Polnoe
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sobranie sochinenii s prilozheniiami, 11 vols., ed. by E.B. Pasternak and E.V.

Pasternak, Moscow: Slovo, 2004-2005, 9, pp. 429-430). In a letter to Herbert
Reid and Stefan Schimanski, written in a mixture of English and Russian on the
same date as his first letter to Bowra (25 December 1945), Pasternak asked
Schimanski (in Russian) to pass his greetings to Bowra and to tell him, in case he
did not have time to write to him directly, that his books were as close to his desk
as the window and inspired him in a similar way, while the sound of Bowra’s
name played on his imagination like music (Pasternak, Polnoe sobranie sochi-
nenii, 9, p. 435; original text first published in Lazar” Fleishman, “Boris Pasternak
i gruppa Transformation”, in Literature, Culture, and Society in the Modern Age.

In Honor of Joseph Frank. Part 11 (Stanford, 1992) (Stanford Slavic Studies,
vol.4:2), 333-334; reprinted in Lazar” Fleishman. Ot Pushkina k Pasternaku:

Izbrannye raboty po poetike i istorii russkoi literatury (Moscow: Novoe literatur-
noe obozrenie, 2006), pp. 722-725.

> C.M.Bowra. The Heritage of Symbolism (London: Macmillan, 1943), explores
the work of five poets: Paul Valéry (Chapter II), Rainer Maria Rilke (Chapter III),
Stefan George (Chapter IV), Alexander Blok (Chapter V), and William Butler
Yeats (Chapter VI). The chapter on Blok ends with a long discussion of “The
Twelve”, including several extracts from Bowra’s translation of the poem (pp.
171-177). Pasternak evidently singled out the chapters on Rilke and Blok in his
letter because of the particular affinity he felt for their work. Pasternak’s copy of
The Heritage of Symbolism still stood on the shelves of his library at Peredelkino
in the early 1980s (written communication to the author from E.V Pasternak, 21—
22 December 2007).

* The full text of Bowra’s translation of Blok’s “The Twelve”, prefaced by a short
note on the poem, was first published in Horizon, vol.10,n0.55, July 1944, pp. 5—
13 (subsequently reprinted in A Second Book of Russian Verse, tr. into English by
various hands and ed. by C.M. Bowra, London: Macmillan, 1948, pp. 76-87). On
25 October 1945 Bowra sent “some versions from Blok™ to Isaiah Berlin in Moscow
with a request to pass these on to Kornei Chukovskii with his “warmest regards.”
These versions may well have included his translation of “The Twelve” from Horizon,
which Chukovskii would certainly have shown to Pasternak. Atthe end of a later letter
of 5 November 1945 Bowra wrote to Berlin: “I sent off two books for Borya <Pas-
ternak> and Kornei <Chukovskii>, if you think it suitable to present them. It might
make them feel less isolated. I shall be interested to hear reactions.” (Copies of
Bowra’s letters to Isaiah Berlin of 25 October <1945> and 5 November 1945, de-
posited with the Bowra Papers, Archive of Wadham College, Oxford.) It is likely that
the two books referred to by Bowra in his letter to Berlin are the same ones mentioned
by Pasternak in his first letter to Bowra, i.e. The Heritage of Symbolism (1943) and 4
Book of Russian Verse (1943).
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* Pasternak is evidently referring to Bowra’s translations of four of his poems from
Temy i variatsii (1923), published four months earlier in Horizon, vol.12, no. 69,
September 1945, pp. 153—155: “In the Wood” (“V lesu,” 1917, fourth poem in the
cycle “Neskuchnyi sad”); “So they begin. With two years gone...” (“Tak
nachinaiut. Goda v dva...,” 1921, third poem in the cycle “Ia ikh mog pozabyt);
“We’re few, perhaps not more than three...” (“Nas malo. Nas, mozhet byt’,
troe...,” 1921, fourth poem in the cycle “Ia ikh mog pozabyt™); “Stars raced
headlong. Seaward headlands lathered...” (“Mchalis’ zvezdy. V more mylis” my-
Sy...,” third variation in the cycle “Tema s var’iatsiiami”). Pasternak probably
received a copy of this issue of Horizon from Bowra via Isaiah Berlin; on 25
October <1945> Bowra informed Isaiah Berlin that he had sent him “two numbers
of Horizon with Pasternakiana” (C.M.Bowra, Letter to I. Berlin of 25 October
<1945>; copy deposited with the Bowra Papers in the Archive of Wadham
College, Oxford). Pasternak mentions Horizon approvingly in his letter of 11-24
December 1945 to his sisters (Pasternak. Polnoe sobranie sochinenii, 9, p. 430).
It is much less likely that he is referring to the translations published in Bowra’s
first Book of Russian Verse, as this anthology only included one poem by Pas-
ternak and is discussed separately in the postscriptum to his letter.

®In his letter of 11-24 December 1945 to his sisters Pasternak also described his
discovery of Bowra’s translations and writings on poetry as an encounter with
fate: «3T0 <...> TOYKHM UyNOACHCTBEHHOTO KaKOTO-TO HEOOBSICHUMOI'O MOETO
COIIPUKOCHOBEHBSI C Cy/IbOOIO M BpeMEHEM, 3TO MUucTepus uiu poman» (Pasternak.
Polnoe sobranie sochinenii, 9, p. 430).

7 The four poems chosen by Bowra for translation are examples of Pasternak’s
early verse style, densely packed with impressionistic images and based on
subjective associations, sometimes difficult for the reader to unravel. From the
mid-1940s onwards Pasternak often criticised the “excesses” ofhis early verse and
wrote poetry in a quite different manner, reflecting his conscious desire to achieve
a greater simplicity of tone and transparency of meaning.

8 A Book of Russian Verse, tr. into English by various hands and ed. by C.M.
Bowra (London: Macmillan, 1943), p. 120, includes one poem by Pasternak in
Bowra’s translation: “In the breeze, on a bough that is asking...” (“Ty v vetre,
vetkoi probuiushchem...”), the second poem of “Devochka” from Sestra moia —
zhizn” (1922). This anthology was evidently one of the two books sent by Bowra
to Isaiah Berlin for Chukovskii and Pasternak on 5 November 1945; see note 4
above.

? Archive of Wadham College, Oxford. Bowra Papers. Manuscript, purple ink, one
sheet, folded in half to form two pages; no envelope. The letter was sent through
Miss Anna Holdcroft, a friend of Isaiah Berlin, Raisa Lomonosova, and the
Pasternak sisters, who worked in Moscow from November 1944 to 30 December
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1948, first for the Ministry of Information, then for the Foreign Office. Brief
outlines of her career appear under the name “Annie Holdcroft” in the “Statement
of Services” section of The Foreign Office List and Diplomatic and Consular Year
Book from 1950 to 1958. According to the information provided in these entries,
she was born on 8 December 1894, employed in the War Office as a First Class
Translator from April 1921, and appointed to the War Office from December
1933. In November 1944 she transferred to the Ministry of Information and was
appointed to Moscow from 24 November. On 24 July 1945 she was granted the
local diplomatic rank of Attaché. She transferred to the Foreign Office on 1 April
1946 whilst still serving at Moscow. On 30 December 1948 she returned to the
United Kingdom and assimilated to Branch B of the Foreign Office as a Grade 4
officer. In October 1953 she went back to Moscow to serve as 2nd Secretary at the
British Embassy, followed by her retirement in February 1957. In the annual staff
lists for the British Embassy at Moscow given in The Foreign Office List for 1947,
1948 and 1949, her name appears as “Miss A. Holdcroft” (from 1949, followed
by MBE), holding the post of “Attaché (Information)”. In the issues for 1954 to
1957 her name reappears, now listed as 2nd Secretary. See The Foreign Office List
and Diplomatic and Consular Year Book, ed. for Godfrey E.P. Hertslet by
Members of the staff of the Foreign Office, London: Harrison and Sons (issues
from 1946 to 1958). According to information provided in a personal letter of 6
March 2008 from the Central Chancery of the Orders of Knighthood at St James’s
Palace, Miss Holdcroft was appointed a Member of the Civil Division of the
Order of the British Empire (MBE) on 10 June 1948 in recognition of her services
in the Information Department of the British Embassy in Moscow. She died on 30
January 1987, and an announcement of her death appeared in The Daily Telegraph
on 2 February 1987. Evidence of her interest in Russian literature can be found in
her translation of Leonid Andreev’s story “In the North”, published in The Sla-
vonic Year-Book, an issue of Slavonic and East European Review, 1939, vol.19,
pp- 14-18. I am indebted to Richard D. Davies of the Leeds Russian Archive for
his generous help in tracing all this information.

In the summer of 1946 Miss Holdcroft visited Pasternak, who mentions her
very warmly (first as “Mrs. Halcroft”, then as “Mrs ['onkpodt”) in his letters to
Isaiah Berlin and his sister Lydia, both written on 26 June 1946, the same date as
his second letter to Bowra (Pasternak, Polnoe sobranie sochinenii, 9, p. 461-462).
Inareport of 18 February 1959 the KGB noted Pasternak’s meetings in 1947 with
the British Embassy employee “Xonnkpodt” and his plans to give her various
literary materials to send abroad, including Doctor Zhivago (“A za mnoiu shum
pogoni...”: Boris Pasternak i vlast'. Dokumenty. 1956—1972, ed. by V.Iu.Afiani
and N.G.Tomilina, Moscow: ROSSPEN, 2001, p. 183). During her interrogation
from 12 October 1949 to 5 July 1950 Ol'ga Ivinskaia was questioned about her
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alleged contacts with Anna Ivanovna “Xonnkpodt”, incorrectly identified in the
transcript of the interrogation as Consul at the British Embassy (Irina Emel ia-
nova. Legendy Potapovskogo pereulka. B.Pasternak. A.Efron. V.Shalamov. Vos-
pominaniia i pis ‘'ma, Moscow: Ellis Lak, 1997, p. 47; reprinted in Irina Emel ‘ia-
nova. Pasternak i Ivinskaia, Moscow: Vagrius, 2006, p. 121).

' Pasternak wrote the first version of his notes on translating Shakespeare in late
May and June 1946 as a preface to the forthcoming edition of his translations of
Shakespeare’s plays, planned by “Iskusstvo”. At this stage the notes covered the
five plays that he had already finished translating, due for inclusion in the book:
Hamlet, Romeo and Juliet, Antony and Cleopatra, Othello, and Henry 1V, parts
1 and 2. Although the publishers had originally invited Pasternak to write the
preface freely according to his own wishes, they changed their mind after
receiving his notes in June (see Pasternak’s letter of 26 June 1946 to his sister
Lydia, in Pasternak. Polnoe sobranie sochinenii, 9, p. 464) and did not include his
preface in the edition that came out four years later (Vil iam Shekspir v perevode
Borisa Pasternaka, ed. by M.M. Morozov, 2 vols., Moscow and Leningrad:
Iskusstvo, 1949-1950). A slightly abridged English translation of the notes ap-
peared in 1946 (without the name of the translator) in the monthly journal Soviet
Literature, published in Moscow for distribution abroad (Boris Pasternak, “Some
Remarks by a Translator of Shakespeare”, Soviet Literature, no. 9, September
1946, pp. 51-57). A second English translation of just four sections from the notes
(“Poeticheskii stil” Shekspira”, “Ritm Shekspira”, “Gamlet”, “O nachale tragi-
cheskogo i komicheskogo u Shekspira”) followed in 1949 in the first issue of the
London literary magazine Arena, edited by John Davenport, Jack Lindsay, and
Randall Swingler; other contributors to the same issue included Edith Sitwell,
Paul Eluard, Endre Illes, Nikolai Tikhonov, and Albert Camus (Boris Pasternak,
“Shakespeare’s Imagery and Rhythm”, tr. by Peter Meadows, Arena, 1949, no.1,
pp. 33-37).

The notes were not published in Russian until 1956, when a revised and
expanded version with new sections on King Lear and Macbeth was included in
the first issue of new literary miscellany (Boris Pasternak, “Zametki k perevodam
shekspirovskikh tragedii”, in Literaturnaia Moskva, Moscow: Gosudarstvennoe
izdatel 'stvo khudozhestvennoi literatury, 1956, pp. 794-809). A third English
translation of the full Russian text appeared in September 1958, timed to coincide
with the publication of Doctor Zhivago in English (Boris Pasternak, “Translating
Shakespeare”, tr. by Manya Harari, The Twentieth Century, September 1958,
vol.164, no. 979, pp. 213-228). For the full Russian text, variants, and notes, see
“Zamechaniia k perevodam iz Shekspira” (1946, 1956), in Pasternak. Polnoe
sobranie sochinenii, 5, pp. 72-90, 475479, 554-564.
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On the same date as this letter was written (26 June 1946), Pasternak wrote to
his sister Lydia in Oxford about the preface, outlining the story of its commission
by “Iskusstvo” and the subsequent problems over its publication; he enclosed four
copies of the essay, asking Lydia to pass three copies to Isaiah Berlin for
distribution to Berlin, Bowra and Stefan Schimanski, and raised the possibility of
its publication in English (ibid., 9, pp. 464-65).

On 26 June 1946 Pasternak also wrote to Isaiah Berlin, asking him to pass
copies of the essay to Bowra and Schimanski, discussing possible ways of adapt-
ing it for publication in England, and suggesting a neutral publication outlet such
as the TLS, rather than Horizon (ibid., 9, p. 461-462). On the same date he also
asked Stefan Schimanski to consider the possibility of publishing the notes. In a
postscriptum, he indicated that the essay had been deposited with VOKS and that
its publication abroad would therefore not be illegal (ibid., 9, pp. 466—67).

Bowra, Schimanski, and Berlin were evidently not able to implement Paster-
nak’s suggestions straight away. Some five months later, in a telegram of 16
November 1946, Pasternak asked his sisters whether they had received his “sum-
mer Shakespeare article” and enquired about its “further fate” (Boris Pasternak.
Pis'ma k roditeliam i sestram, ed. by E.B.Pasternak and E.V.Pasternak, Stanford
Slavic Studies, 1998, 2, p. 245). In February 1947 he was still preoccupied with
the question of its publication in England. In a letter of 19 February 1947 to Isaiah
Berlin, a certain “Anna” (evidently Annie Holdcroft, who knew both Berlin and
Pasternak; see note 9 above) reported on her recent meetings with Pasternak since
her return to Moscow:

“You will of course be interested most in B.L. I have seen him twice since my
return, the last time only two days ago. He is in wonderful spirits and lives
exclusively in his work. He is writing now a long novel “not for publication at
present”. The first part will incorporate the 1914 war. He has promised to read
sections of it to me. He is an amazing man, quite above existing conditions, which
he tries to ignore and apparently succeeds in doing so. They are still in the same
flat and he says he can exist until May. What will happen after that he does not
know. He is wonderfully serene and quite calm. He has revised “Hamlet”, which
now pleases him more than the original version. He is very anxious to have the
Preface published, if possible in the “Horizon”. You will have noticed that it has
been published in “Soviet Literature<’>, No 9 for 1946, so am sure it is quite safe
to publish it now. When I saw him in December he was much more depressed
than he is now. Then he was very miserable at being cut off from the world of
thought in other countries and felt he must make his contribution whatever the
cost. He said he would gladly give his life for the most insignificant contribution
—he was then anxious to have the Preface published irrespective of whether it was
published here or not. His wife of course was terrified, so, possibly wrongly, I
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decided not to write to you then. I think the translation could be improved on the
one appearing in Soviet Lit., but that you will decide.”

(Bodleian Library, Oxford. The Isaiah Berlin Papers. Box 115, fols.72—73.Tam
most grateful to Roman Timenchik for this citation, communicated to me by Lazar
Fleishman).

It seems likely that the abridged translation by Peter Meadows of four sections
from the notes, published in the first issue of Arena in 1949, resulted from the
separate or combined efforts of Bowra, Schimanski, Berlin, and Holdcroft. No
typescript copies of the essay have been located in the Archive of the Pasternak
Trust at Oxford, or among the Bowra Papers held at Wadham College, Oxford.

For further comments by Pasternak on the writing of the notes and their sig-
nificance as a statement of his views on poetry, see his letters to Ol'ga Freiden-
berg of 31 May and 5 October 1946 (Pasternak. Polnoe sobranie sochinenii, 9, pp.
458, 470).

" VOKS, “Vsesoiuznoe obshchestvo kul turnykh sviazei s zagranitsei” (1925-
1958), the organization responsible for cultural links between the Soviet Union
and foreign countries. The copy of the notes deposited with VOKS evidently led
to their publication in an English translation in Soviet Literature in 1946.

"2 It is not entirely clear why Pasternak refers to a period of three years, since by
June 1946 he had already been involved in translating Shakespeare’s plays for
over seven years; he may have regarded the years from 1943 to 1946 as a par-
ticularly intense period of his immersion in Shakespeare’s world. In 1939 he trans-
lated Hamlet (published in 1940), in 1941-1942 Romeo and Juliet (1943),in 1943
Antony and Cleopatra (1944), in 1944 Othello (1945), in 1945-1946 Henry IV,
parts 1 and 2 (1948), and in 1946-1947 King Lear (1949). His translation of Mac-
beth was carried out later in 1950 and published in 1951.

Pasternak’s remark on his close familiarity with the forces at work in Shake-
speare’s world can be understood both literally, as a comment on his inside
knowledge of the dynamics of the plays, and metaphorically, as an allusion to his
experience of some of these forces in his own life (as, for example, in the case of
his own identification with Hamlet as a model of Christian self-sacrifice through
the persona of Doctor Zhivago).

"* Pasternak’s collection Zemnoi prostor. Stikhi (Moscow: Sovetskii pisatel’,
1945) appeared early in the year. In August 1945 Bowra published a joint review
of'this book together with I1"ia Ehrenburg’s Stikhi o voine (1943) and Pasternak’s
translation of Shakespeare’s Antony and Cleopatra (1944) (C.M. Bowra, “Two
Soviet Poets”, Horizon, vol.12, no. 68, August 1945, pp. 141-144). Pasternak
probably received a copy of this issue of Horizon from Bowra via Isaiah Berlin;
on 25 October <1945> Bowra informed Isaiah Berlin that he had sent him “two
numbers of Horizon with Pasternakiana” (C.M. Bowra, Letter to I. Berlin of 25
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October <1945>; copy deposited with the Bowra Papers in the Archive of Wad-
ham College, Oxford). A Russian translation of the same article (with some cuts)
was published five months later (S.M. Boura <C.M. Bowra>, “Stikhi Erenburga
i Pasternaka”, Britanskii soiuznik, no. 5, 3 February 1946, p. 11).

'*11"ia Ehrenburg, the prolific author of several collections of poems, short stories,
novels, memoirs, journalism, and translations, spent many years working in
France in the 1930s. Following his return to Moscow in 1941, he won the Stalin
Prize for his novel Padenie Parizha (The Fall of Paris, 1941) in 1942. He was one
of the organizers of the 1935 International Anti-Fascist Congress of Writers in
France and was instrumental in bringing Pasternak (whose work he deeply
admired) to the Congress. His fame as a journalist reached a pinnacle in Soviet
Russia during the Second World War. From the late 1940s, as a well-known
public figure, he often represented the Soviet Union abroad.

!> Aleksei Tolstoi wrote short stories, historical novels, and science fiction. After
a brief period of voluntary exile in Berlin and Paris following the Revolution, he
returned to the Soviet Union in 1923. He was awarded the Stalin Prize three times:
in 1941 for his novel Petr Pervyi (Peter the Great), in 1942 for his trilogy on the
Revolution, Khozhdenie po mukam (Road to Calvary, 1922—1941), and in 1946,
posthumously, for his pair of plays Ivan Groznyi (Ivan the Terrible, 1943), which
contributed to the official re-evaluation of this monarch during the late Stalinist
period.

' Maksim Gorky wrote short stories, novels, plays, and an autobiography. After
leaving Russia in 1921, he settled in Sorrento for health reasons and continued to
cooperate with the Soviet régime. Following his triumphant return to Russia in
1931, he played a leading role at the first Writers’ Union Congress of 1934 and
presided over the institutionalisation of socialist realism.

'7 The novelist and playwright Leonid Leonov started his career in the 1920s as
a writer of ornamentalist prose and then became increasingly involved in the
organization of official literary life. His novel Sot” (River, 1930) on the construc-
tion of a paper factory was one of the earliest works to reflect the first Five-Year
Plan 0f 1928, and Doroga na okean (Road to the Ocean, 1935) was the first novel
to implement the principles of socialist realism.

'8 Pasternak may have been obliquely hinting that he did not entirely appreciate
finding his work juxtaposed and compared with Ehrenburg’s in Bowra’s review.
The title, “Two Soviet Poets”, suggests two figures of equal standing. Bowra
describes Ehrenburg and Pasternak as “eminent Soviet writers” with “reputations
outside their own country”: “Though both are of the same generation, their art is
remarkably different, and a comparison between them is illuminating for any
study of literature in the Soviets” (Bowra, “Two Soviet Poets”, p. 141).
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' Compare Pasternak’s comment in his letter to Nadezhda Mandel shtam of No-
vember 1945: «He Tonbko HuKkakux TuxoHoBbIX 1 GoibiinHCTBA COM03a HET JUIS
MEHS U 5 MX OTPHIIAIO0, HO 5 HE YIYCKAIO CIydyast OTKPBITO U IyOJIM4HO 00 3TOM
3asBISITE). — Pasternak. Polnoe sobranie sochinenii, 9, p. 421.
* Similar feelings were expressed by Pasternak in several poems of the period.
“Drozdy” (“Thrushes,” 1941), for example, from Zemnoi prostor, ends with the
following lines:

TaxoB IPUTOH APO310B TCHUCTHIH.

Omnu B HeyOpaHHOM OOpy

JKuByT, KaK )KUTb JOJDKHBI aPTHCTBL.

51 Toxxe ¢ HUX mpumep Oepy.

Pasternak may have noticed that Bowra had singled out this stanza for quota-
tion in his review of the collection published in Horizon (Bowra, “Two Soviet
Poets”, p. 144):

Such is the shady den of thrushes,
Who in the shady pine-wood live
As artists ought to live. I also
Take the example that they give.

(The section on this poem was cut from the Russian translation of the article.)
*! Pasternak may be referring once more to all of Bowra’s translations in 4 Book
of Russian Verse (1943). He may also have in mind the translations included in
Bowra’s joint review of the poetry of Ehrenburg and Pasternak, or his versions of
four poems by Pasternak, both published in Horizon in August and September
1945.

** In his correspondence with his sisters in Oxford Pasternak occasionally men-
tions the possibility of a visit to England. See, for example, his letter to his sisters
of 11-24 December 1945 — Pasternak. Polnoe sobranie sochinenii, 9, pp. 426,
432-433.

2 Hoover Institution Archives. Collection of Irwin Holtzman, Box 22, Folder 14.
Reproduced in: Lazar Fleishman. Boris Pasternak: The Poet and His Politics
(Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press, 1990), between pp. 176-177. A
booklet of twenty-two leaves (18 cm x 22 cm), tied together with a yellow and
green silk cord, comprising the typewritten text of ten poems from Doctor
Zhivago. The inscription to Bowra, written in brown ink in Pasternak’s flowing
hand and dated 10 April 1948, appears on the first leaf. The next leaf (unnum-
bered) is headed “Stikhi iz romana v proze”. The remaining leaves (numbered 1—-
20) contain the following poems: “Gamlet” (1), “Mart” (2), “Na Strastnoi” (3-5),
“Ob"iasnenie” (6-7), “Bab’e leto” (8), “Zimniaia noch™ (9-10), “Rozhdestven-
skaia zvezda” (11-14), “Rassvet” (15-16), “Chudo” (17-18), “Zemlia” (19-20).
Three of these poems (“Mart”, “Bab’e leto”, “Zimniaia noch”’) were published,
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without reference to the novel, in the same year in Pasternak’s Izbrannoe (Mos-
cow: Sovetskii pisatel’, 1948), pp. 151, 152, 154. In the twenty-five “Stikhotvo-
reniia Turiia Zhivago” that make up the last chapter of the novel, the poems in-
cluded in the booklet occur in the same order, numbered 1, 2, 3, 6, 10, 15, 18, 19,
20, 21. There are some minor differences of capitalisation, layout, and language
between the typewritten poems in the booklet and the published text.

On 6 April 1948 Pasternak sent a similar typescript booklet containing exactly
the same ten poems from the novel to M.P.Gromov (Pasternak. Polnoe sobranie
sochinenii, 9, pp. 515-516). Many such booklets of poems from the novel (pos-
sibly up to one hundred) were produced at Pasternak’s request by Marina
Kazimirovna Baranovich (1901-1975), the copy-typist of several versions of Dok-
tor Zhivago, for distribution to friends (oral communication to the author from
E.B.Pasternak and E.V .Pasternak, Oxford, 14 November 2007).

Pasternak evidently sent his booklet of poems to Bowra in April 1948 via
Desmond Patrick <Paddy> Costello, a classicist and Russian scholar with a degree
from Trinity College, Cambridge, employed as Third Secretary at the New
Zealand Embassy in Moscow from 1945 to 1950 (oral communication to the
author from E.B.Pasternak and E.V .Pasternak, Oxford, 14 November 2007). On
Costello’s left-wing sympathies and reputation as a spy, see the biography by
James McNeish. The Sixth Man (Vintage New Zealand, 2007).

A few months later, on 12 December 1948, Pasternak wrote to his relations in
Oxford (again via Costello), informing them that he would try to send them the
“half” of Doktor Zhivago that was so far completed, and asking them to arrange
for three copies to be typed «4T0OBI TOTOM MOXHO OBIIO JaTh HOYUTATH Y3KOMY
Kpyry HHTepecyromuxcs, Hauunas ¢ boypsl, [IInmanckoro u apyrux» (Pasternak.
Polnoe sobranie sochinenii, 9, p. 555).

Ten years later, in his review of Doctor Zhivago, Bowra commented on the
quality of the poems “from what is known of the Russian originals” and em-
phasised their crucial importance in the novel (C.M.Bowra, “A Truly Great Work
of Art”, Time and Tide, 6 September 1958, pp. 1084—1085).

** This part of the inscription suggests an underlying connection in Pasternak’s
mind between Bowra’s writing on Blok and Rilke in The Heritage of Symbolism
(1943) and his criticism of Pasternak’s work.

» Archive of Wadham College, Oxford. Bowra Papers. Manuscript, purple ink,
one sheet; no envelope. This letter, although dated 1 September 1956, was
evidently not sent until a month later. The courier on this occasion was the Oxford
émigré historian G.M.Katkov, a friend of the Pasternak sisters, who visited Pas-
ternak on 13 September 1956 and discussed with him plans for the publication of
Doktor Zhivago. On 1 October 1956 Pasternak wrote to his sisters in Oxford: «s
He 3Hato ajipeca Bowra 1 nmpuiiararo HECKOJIBKO CJIOB K HEMY Ha y)KaCHOM aHIJINH-
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CKOM sI3BbIKE, Ha/l KOTOPBIM Oy/IeTe CMESIThCS BBl CAMH, OH 1 Balu eT. OH aBHO
Pa33BOHMI MEHS 10 BCEMY CBETY, U 5 HE 3HAI0, KAKUMH CJIOBAMU MHE OPaHHTb U
6maromaputh eroy. — Pasternak. Polnoe sobranie sochinenii, 10, p. 177.

* Pasternak is probably referring to The Heritage of Symbolism (London:
Macmillan, 1943), From Virgil to Milton (London: Macmillan, 1945), The
Creative Experiment (New York: Grove Press, 1948, and London: Macmillan,
1949). In a letter to his sisters of 11-24 December 1945 Pasternak mentions
Bowra’s translations, The Heritage of Symbolism, and From Virgil to Milton. In
aletter of 12 November 1946 to Ol’ga Freidenberg he mentions the last two books
again, as well as 4 Book of Russian Verse (1943); in a later letter to her of 7
August 1949 he also refers to 4 Second Book of Russian Verse (1948) and The
Creative Experiment — Pasternak. Polnoe sobranie sochinenii, 9, pp. 429-430,
476, 575.

In 1949 Pasternak received a copy of The Creative Experiment (London:
Macmillan, 1949), inscribed by the author: “With warmest admiration from
C.M.Bowra”. This copy survived among the books of Ol ga Ivinskaia and was
subsequently given to Evgenii Pasternak by Ivinskaia’s daughter, Irina Emel ia-
nova, before she emigrated from the Soviet Union (oral communication to the
author from E.B.Pasternak and E.V.Pasternak, Oxford, 14 November 2007).

*7 Pasternak knew that Bowra was well regarded by classical philologists from his
correspondence with his cousin Ol'ga Freidenberg, a professor at the Department
of Ancient Languages of Leningrad State University. In a letter of 3 November
1946 she asked Pasternak whether the Bowra who was his critic and translator (as
she had recently heard from a friend) was the same Bowra as the author of Greek
Lyric Poetry: From Alcman to Simonides (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1936). She
added that there was much that was fresh in Bowra’s book; he had presented
material in his interpretation of Aleman that she had been cherishing for her own
study of the origins of lyric poetry. On 12 November 1946 Pasternak responded
to her question with a brief sketch of Bowra (evidently culled from his conver-
sations with Isaiah Berlin), linking his study of Russian to his mastery of ancient
Greek, comparing his translations of Akhmatova to his lectures on Sappho, and
listing some of his works. — Perepiska Borisa Pasternaka, ed. by E.B.Pasternak
and E.V.Pasternak (Moscow: Khudozhestvennaia literatura, 1990), pp. 231-232.

Pasternak’s statement about the popularity of Bowra’s works in Russia remains
true to the present day; see, for example, the recent translation of his classic study,
Heroic Poetry (1952): Geroicheskaia poeziia, tr. with an introductory essay by
N.P.Grintser and I.V.Ershova (Moscow: Novoe literaturnoe obozrenie, 2002).
*8 Evidently a reference to Bowra’s chapter on Pasternak’s early verse in The
Creative Experiment (“Boris Pasternak, 1917-1923”), mentioned explicitly in
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Pasternak’s next letter, as well as to Bowra’s earlier translations of his verse and
reviews of his work.

* Pasternak made the final corrections to the typescript of Doktor Zhivago in
October and November 1955 before sending it off to the editors of Novyi mir in
January 1956. In July 1956 he commented that it was unlikely that the editor of
Literaturnaia Moskva would agree to publish extracts from his novel due to its
“nepriemlemost”” (letter to K.G.Paustovskii of 12 July 1956, in Pasternak. Polnoe
sobranie sochinenii, 10, pp. 144—145). In mid-September 1956, two weeks after
writing this letter, he received a letter of rejection from the editors of Novyi mir.

When Isaiah Berlin returned to Oxford from his visit to Moscow in the late
summer of 1956, he brought with him the typescript of Doktor Zhivago. In a letter
of 14 August 1956 Pasternak instructed his sisters to distribute copies of this
typescript to various prominent Russians in Oxford (Katkov, Obolensky, Kono-
valov), «u, o6s3arenisHo Bowr’en. — Pasternak. Polnoe sobranie sochinenii, 10,
p- 160. In his letter to Bowra Pasternak, clearly hoping that Bowra would by now
have received a copy of this typescript from Berlin, presents his completed novel
as the justification of Bowra’s earlier “exaggerations” about the value of his work.
*% In June 1945 Charles Lesley Wrenn (1895-1969), then Professor at the Depart-
ment of English Language and Literature of London University, published an
article praising Pasternak’s translations of Shakespeare in the weekly newspaper
Britanskii soiuznik, a British Ministry of Information publication produced in
Moscow at the British Embassy under the guidance of George Reavey (K.L.Renn,
“Shekspir v perevodakh Pasternaka”, Britanskii soiuznik, no. 22, 3 June 1945, p.
8). Pasternak received a copy of this article in June 1945; see his references to
Wrenn’s high regard for his translations in his letters to S.N.Durylin of 20 June
1945 and to M.B.Khrapchenko of 18 December 1945. — Pasternak. Polnoe so-
branie sochinenii, 9, pp. 389, 425.

Wrenn was also responsible for bolstering Pasternak’s reputation in England.
On 27 February 1951, now Rawlinson and Bosworth Professor of Anglo-Saxon
at the University of Oxford, he delivered an Ilchester lecture on Pasternak, sub-
sequently published as an essay (C.L.Wrenn, “Boris Pasternak”, Oxford Slavonic
Papers, vol. 2, 1951, pp. 82-97). Pasternak may have seen this essay, or heard
about it from his sisters, who would almost certainly have been present at the
lecture. On 8 November 1949, when Bowra delivered an Ilchester lecture on Push-
kin (published in the first issue of Oxford Slavonic Papers, vol. 1, 1950), Jose-
phine Pasternak was in the audience. Bowra wrote to her on 12 November <1949>
to thank her for her “charming letter”: “I was very frightened when I saw you in
the audience! And I fear you must have been appalled by my extremely English
pronunciation of Russian” (Hoover Institution Archives, Pasternak Family Papers,
Box 14, Folder 19).
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*! Archive of Wadham College, Oxford. Bowra Papers. Manuscript, purple ink,
one sheet; no envelope.

*2 The “common friends” and “personal meeting” refer to Pasternak’s meetings
with Isaiah Berlin, who spent a few weeks in Moscow in the late summer of 1956,
and George Katkov, who visited him at Peredelkino on 13 September 1956. In
asking Bowra to get these friends to accelerate their plans for his “writings”,
Pasternak probably had in mind two different works: most obviously, Doktor Zhi-
vago, but also his autobiographical essay, completed in the summer of 1956. In
August and September 1956 Pasternak discussed with Isaiah Berlin and George
Katkov plans for the publication and translation of these two works, which were
both brought back to England by Berlin in the late summer of 1956. Pasternak
later arranged for Katkov to receive a further copy of his novel from the French
Slavist Héleéne Peltier. See Pasternak’s letters to his sisters of 14 August, 1 Octo-
ber, 10 October, 21-25 October, 4 November, and 23 November 1956, in Pas-
ternak. Polnoe sobranie sochinenii, 10, pp. 160, 176, 179-180, 183—-184, 190—
191, 189-190.

The general doubts that Pasternak expresses in his letter to Bowra about the
level of interest in his writings are echoed in his letters to his sisters in relation to
the autobiographical essay. In his letter of 4 November 1956 to Lydia (sent
together with his letter to Bowra of 5 November), he enquired about the fate of the
essay: «OT Bac ObIBaIM TYT JieNeralii. Y HEKOTOPBIX SBIISUIACH MBICIIb, YTO O4EPK
noztorest ObI U1t Kakoro-HuOy b sKypHaia Bpoje Encounter nim kakoro-Huoynb
¢paniy3ckoro ero mopobus. OTuero 3To He ocyuecTBiIeHo? Marepuan oTBepr-
HYT KaK HEJJOCTaTOYHO JIIOOONBITHEIN ?» (ibid., 10, p. 190-191). On 23 November
1956 he continued in the same vein: «Ho, Moxet ObITh, y b<epnuua> mnu ero
Jpy3ei HeT BPEMEHH, MU TIPOTIAJIO JKeJIaHHe, WIIK OHU BCTPETHIIN KaKOe-HUOYIb
npyroe npensrcteue» (ibid., 10, pp. 189—-190).

Pasternak’s fears were unfounded: his autobiographical essay was published in
an English translation in 1959, soon after the English version of Doctor Zhivago
appeared in 1958 (Boris Pasternak. An Essay in Autobiography, with an intro-
duction by Edward Crankshaw, tr. by Manya Harari, London: Collins and Harvill
Press, 1959).

**By the end of 1956 Pasternak had written twenty-one new poems, later included
in his last collection Kogda razguliaetsia. 1956—1959. Nine of these poems were
published in September and October 1956, not long before this letter was written
(eight in Znamia, 1956, no. 9, and one in Novyi mir, 1956, no. 10). Some of the
poems of this period on autumnal themes were originally grouped in a cycle
entitled “Osennie stikhotvoreniia” (“Zamorozki”, “Nochnoi veter”, “Zolotaia
osen’”). E.B.Pasternak notes that M.K.Baranovich typed up copies of a cycle of
poems written by Pasternak in the autumn of 1956 and prepared hand-sewn
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booklets for distribution to his friends (Sushchestvovan ‘ia tkan skvoznaia: Boris
Pasternak. Perepiska s Evgeniei Pasternak, Moscow: Novoe literaturnoe
obozrenie, 1998, p. 525). The first such collection, made in the autumn of 1956
and headed “Chetyrnadtsat” stikhotvorenii”, may have been similar to the “dozen
of my new verses of this autumn” that Pasternak mentions in his letter to Bowra.
For further details on the poems of this period, their dates of composition and
publication, see the notes in Pasternak. Polnoe sobranie sochinenii, 2, pp. 429—
441.

In a letter dated 4 November 1956 (evidently finished on 5 November), Pas-
ternak wrote to his sister Lydia, enclosing some recent poems and his letter to
Bowra, with instructions to pass these to Bowra: «IIpuiaraio K micbMy HECKOJIBKO
HOBBIX CBOMX CTHXOTBOPEHHH, IIIaBHBIM 00pa3oM [uisi Bowra, MoeT ObITh, OHU
eMy IOHaJ00sATCs WK OyayT Kak-HUOYyIb MHTEpecHbL. <...> Eciu npunaraemas
TapabapiuuHa k baype 3actaBut Te0st KpacHeTh 110 ee (haHTacTHYeCKoH Oe3rpa-
MOTHOCTH (BE[lb, TOJJAMH HE MOJIb3YEIIbCS HHOCTPAHHBIMU SI3bIKAMH U BCE 3a0bI-
BaeTcs, Ja ¥ 6€3 IIPaKTHKH He yCBaHBAJIOCh HUKOIIA), YHHUTOXKb [THCHMO H Iepe-
naii Toiapko cruxorBoperus» (Pasternak. Pis 'ma k roditeliam i sestram, 2, pp.
259-260).

No set of a dozen new verses from autumn 1956 corresponding to the de-

scription in this letter has been located in the Archive of the Pasternak Trust at
Oxford, or among the Bowra Papers at Wadham College, Oxford.
** Pasternak was evidently hoping that Bowra would publish, translate, or review
his latest verse. Although this did not happen immediately, in 1960 Bowra wrote
a very favourable review of Boris Pasternak. Poems 1955-1959, tr. by Michael
Harari, London: Collins and Harvill Press, 1960 (C.M.Bowra, “After Zhivago.”
Unidentified newspaper clipping, dated by hand 20 November 1960. Hoover
Institution Archives, Gleb Struve Papers, Box 114, Folder 3). In 1962 he wrote the
foreword to a new bilingual edition of the poems from Doktor Zhivago and Kogda
razguliaetsia (Boris Pasternak. In the Interlude. Poems. 1945—1960, tr. by Henry
Kamen, with a foreword by Sir Maurice Bowra and notes by George Katkov,
London: Oxford University Press, 1962, pp. vii-viii). (When Pasternak received
a parcel from Oxford containing Kamen’s translations in 1959, he was highly
critical; see his letter to Josephine of 22 January 1959, in Pasternak. Pis ma k
roditeliam i sestram, 2, p. 306.) Bowra also referred to Kogda razguliaetsia and
discussed poems from the collection such as “My Soul” (“Dusha”), “The Change”
(“Peremena”), “Round the Corner” (“Za povorotom”), “The Nobel Prize” (“Nobe-
levskaia premiia”) in one of his last works, based on lectures delivered at the
Queen’s University, Belfast in May 1965 (C.M. Bowra. Poetry and Politics.
1900-1960, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1966, pp. 84-87).



